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"That  I  might  by  all  means  save  Some" 

IN  these  words  Paul  the  Evangelist  is  giving  expression  to  the  primary  and  ultimate  objec- 
tive  of  his  preaching  and  living.  He  says:  "I  am  made  all  things  to  all  men  that  I  might 
by  all  means  save  some."  Three  times  in  one  sentence  the  word  "all"  occurs.  "All  things," 
"all  men,"  "all  means."  These  are  very  inclusive  expressions.  Paul  used  every  resource  of 
his  personality,  every  condition  of  his  life,  whether  favorable  or  unfavorable,  to  attain  the 
purpose  of  his  ministry.  He  had  learned  the  art  of  accommodation  that  he  might  win  men 
and  women  to  the  Lord  Jesus.  He  stooped  to  conquer.  He  became  a  fool  that  others  might 
be  wise.  His  supreme  passion  and  purpose  was  to  save  souls.  The  method,  the  manner  did  not 
matter  so  much.  In  this,  as  in  many  other  respects,  Paul  should  serve  as  our  example.  Evan- 
gelism should  not  be  restricted  to  one  or  another  method.  Some  insist  on  personal  evangel- 
ism, others  on  pastoral  evangelism,  still  others  on  professional  evangelism,  others  again  on 
visitation  evangelism,  while  still  others  stress  only  social  evangelism.  Paul  would  say:  "I 
am  ready  to  use  any  or  all  of  them,  if  by  all  means  I  might  save  some."  We  are  always 
in  danger  of  losing  the  thing  itself  when  we  quibble  or  quarrel  about  methods. 

What  is  evangelism?  John  R.  Mott  has  given  as  good  a  definition  as  any.  He  says: 
"Evangelism  consists  in  making  Christ  known,  loved,  trusted  and  obeyed  in  all  ranges  of  life, 
by  individuals  and  by  society;  an  intense  passion  to  have  Christ's  Kingdom  widened,  to  call 
out  the  best  in  personality,  to  share  with  others,  to  be  unselfish  and  to  give  to  others  those 
things  of  Christianity  that  have  helped  us." 

Evangelism  is  the  preaching  of  the  gospel  for  a  verdict,  to  get  men  and  women  to  accept 
Jesus  Christ  as  Lord  and  Savior.  Evangelism  comes  through  the  Evangel  which  is  the  good 
news,  the  gospel. 

What  does  it  mean  to  "accept  Christ?"  Certainly  more  than  a  mere  open  acknowledg- 
ment of  Him.  When  a  young  woman  "accepts"  a  man  for  her  husband,  she  takes  on  his  name, 
enters  into  his  life  and  work,  identifies  herself  with  him,  and  yields  herself  to  him.  The  two 
personalities  form  a  new  unit.  This  is  the  mystery  of  marriage.  When  a  man  accepts  Christ 
he  organically  becomes  a  part  of  Christ.  He  lives,  but  now  Christ  lives  in  him.  He  is 
Christ's;  he  is  a  Christian.  The  relation  is  not  something  formal  or  mechanical.  It  is  vital, 
organic.  Joining  the  Church,  which  is  the  body  of  Christ,  involves  far  more  than  joining  a 
lodge  or  a  club.  It  means  the  integration  into  the  body  of  Christ,  whereby  the  life  of  Christ 
may  continually  flow  through  its  members.  This  is  more  than  fellowship  or  friendship. 
These  are  the  fruits  but  not  the  root  of  such  incorporation. 

When  we  think  of  the  low  conception  which  many  have  of  church  membership,  is  it  any 
wonder  that  there  is  so  much  "falling  away,"  so  much  indiff'erence,  such  poor  specimens  of 
Christians? 

The  Easter  season  marks  the  high  tide  of  ingathering  into  the  church.  Thousands  of 
young  people  are  being  confirmed,  and  many  more  are  received  into  the  church  as  members; 
let  us  see  to  it  that  all  of  these  are  properly  integrated  and  that  they  become  fruit-bearing 
branches  of  the  Vine  who  is  Christ  Himself.  Evangelism  is  a  continuous  task  of  the  church 
and  at  no  time  was  it  more  urgent  than  at  the  present. 

Charles  E.  Schaeffer. 


The  Quiet  Hour 

Julia  Hall  Bartholomew 


Let  us  hold  fast  the  profession  of  our  faith  without  ivavering,  for  he  is  faithful  that 
promised.    Hebrews  10 :  23. 


I  thank  Thee  that  my  soul  hath  room 
For  Thy  grand  world. 

— Elizabeth  Barrett  Browning, 

"Even  the  most  prosaic  and  unimaginative  folk 
sometimes  hear  the  call  of  the  unknown  and  catch 
vague  and  fleeting  glimpses  of  other  worlds." 

0  God,  I  think  of  Thee  with  awe, 
But  I  am  Thine. 

And  I  am  safe  because  the  universe  is  Thine. 

1  am  at  home  in  Thy  universe. 
I  fear  not.    I  rest  in  peace. 

— Louis  C.  Harnish. 


As  soon  as  the  lowest  nature  has  forgotten  its  own 
desires  and  even  for  five  minutes  has  lived  for 
another  the  grip  of  sin  has  been  loosened  and  the 
work  of  religion  has  begun. 

— Ian  Maclaren. 

The  Church  of  the  future  will  be  what  we  make  it 
to  be  in  the  type  of  leadership  we  are  seeking  to 
develop.    Let  us  give  our  young  people  a  chance! 

— Henry  L  Stahr. 


All  things  unite  His  grateful  praise  to  sing. 
Who  consummates  the  miracle  of  Spring. 

— Nettie  Ramsey. 


Love's  first  duty  is  to  be  true  to  itself,  in  word 
and  in  deed.  Then,  having  spoken  truth  and  acted 
verity,  it  may  call  on  honor  to  keep  it  pure  and 
steadfast. 

— Henry  van  Dyke. 


Learn  to  despise  the  air  of  bigotry;  especially  in 
yourself!  Great  souls  are  always  humble.  Humble 
souls  are  always  beautifully  effective. 

— John  Grant  Newman. 


Because  our  lives  are  cowardly  and  sly, 
Because  we  do  not  dare  to  take  or  give. 
Because  we  scowl  and  pass  each  other  by, 
We  do  not  live;  we  do  not  dare  to  live. 

— James  Stephens. 


It  is  this  ability  to  lift  oneself  out  of  the  stream  of 
time  that  is  a  peculiarly  powerful  way  of  life.  Every 
thinker  achieves  this  power. 

— H.  A.  Overstreet. 


For  bounty  springing  from  the  sod, 

For  every  step  by  beauty  trod. 

For  each  dear  gift  of  joy,  thank  God! 

— Florence  Earle  Coates. 


Poets  and  philosophers  never  lose  their  way  to 
some  of  the  subterranean  chambers  in  which  child- 
hood once  lived  happy  without  knowing  it. 

— Ernest  Dimnet. 


I  want  a  hill  on  windy  nights 
When  April  pauses  with  me,  clambering 
Over  the  purple  side  to  the  top,  until 
We  pull  ourselves  up  by  a  star— the  hill!  the  hill! 

— Joseph  Auslander. 


I  have  observed  that  the  people  who  do  something 
interesting  do  not  lack  for  companionship. 

— Antoinette  Gilman. 

Every  man  is  a  theologian ;  every  man  thinks  about 
God  and  life  and  death, 

— William  Lyon  Phelps. 


In  seeing  evil  and  mentally  sharing  it  we  absorb 
it.  In  seeing  law  and  growth  and  order  and  mentally 
sharing  it  we  absorb  that  too. 

— Cecil  Fairfield  Lavell. 


The  world  is  mine;  blue  hill,  still  silver  lake. 
Broad  field,  bright  flower,  and  the  long  white  road. 
A  gateless  garden,  and  an  open  path; 
My  feet  to  follow,  and  my  heart  to  hold. 

— Edna  St.  Vincent  Millay. 


To  find  his  place  and  fill  it  is  success  for  a  man. 

— Phillips  Brooks. 


The  Prayer 


LMIGHTY  GOD,  who  seest  that  we  have  no  power  of  ourselves  to  help  ourselves;  keep  us  both  out- 
.  wardly  in  our  bodies,  and  inwardly  in  our  souls — through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  Amen. 


— Common  Prayer. 
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Is  Japan  Evangelized? 

In  a  recent  review  of  our  evangelistic  work  in  Japan,  Rev.  Frank  L.  Fesperman,  of 
Sendai,  gives  some  interesting  facts  and  figures,  pertinent  to  this  question. 


THE  tide  of  national  self -consciousness  has 
run  high,  and  with  it  an  increasing  diffi- 
culty for  the  promulgation  of  the  true  Chris- 
tian spirit.  Shintoism,  the  state  religion  of 
Japan,  and  around  which  a  great  deal  of 
controversy  has  gathered  in  recent  years, 
failed  to  come  to  the  front  in  this  period  as 
well  as  one  would  think.  This  goes  to  show 
that  from  a  religious  standpoint  there  is  no 
longer  life  there.  To  the  contrary,  the  Bud- 
dhists have  not  been  idle,  even  planting  reli- 
gious colonies  in  Manchukuo,  with  a  Mission 
School  at  Kirin.  Buddhist  Sunday  Schools 
and  Kindergartens,  too,  have  grown  rapidly, 
and  are  flourishing  as  they  take  upon  them- 
selves many  of  the  methods  and  ethical 
standards  of  Christianity. 

It  might  be  well  to  state  briefly  the  situation 
in  which  the  Christian  Church  has  found  it- 
self, and  its  relation  to  the  needs  of  the  land. 
We  cannot  get  away  from  the  fact,  that  numer- 
ically, as  well  as  socially  and  spiritually 
speaking,  the  evangelization  of  the  masses  has 
been  far  from  a  realization.  Taking  the  fig- 
ures of  the  National  Christian  Council  as  a 
guide,  and  quoting  from  Dr.  William  Axling, 
we  find,  for  example,  that  Greater  Tokyo  with 
a  population  of  5,899,218  has  146  Protestant 
churches  with  a  total  number  of  20,853  be- 
lievers (including  Roman  and  Greek  Catho- 
lics and  the  Salvation  Army).  This  makes 
one  church  responsible  for  32,773,  and  the 
average  membership  per  church  at  present 
shows  around  177.  The  ten  larger  cities  in 
Japan  show  about  the  same  average. 

Dr.  Axling  made  a  study  of  145  smaller 
cities  and  large  towns,  which  shows  that  out 
of  a  total  population  of  5,931,766  there  are 
469  churches  with  the  responsibility  of  about 
12,648  persons  each.  To  cite  only  two  exam- 
ples in  the  North,  where  we  are  chiefly  inter- 
ested, Yamagata  City  has  a  population  of 
63,423  with  four  organized  churches,  and 
Aomori  77,103  with  three  organized  churches. 
Many  other  cities,  similar  in  size,  fare  much 


worse.  In  these  cities  the  industrial  sections 
are  least  touched,  and  here  has  been,  and 
still  is,  a  challenge  to  the  Christian  Church. 

Japan  has  a  total  of  11,434  towns  and  vil- 
lages. Of  the  1,697  towns  only  848  have 
come  under  Christian  occupation  (one-half), 
and  of  the  9,737  villages  only  610  are  occu- 
pied by  a  church  or  a  preaching  place,  leav- 
ing 9,976  absolutely  as  virgin  soil  for  the 
Gospel.  In  many  of  these  there  are  only 
occasional  visits  by  the  pastor  or  Bible 
Woman. 

To  bring  these  figures  a  little  nearer  home, 
let  us  take  a  look  at  the  six  prefectures  of 
North  Japan.  In  Aomori  prefecture,  where 
Rev.  George  S.  Noss  and  family  are  located, 
there  are  20  churches  with  1,791  adherents, 
or  four-tenths  of  one  percent  of  the  total 
population;  in  Iwate  prefecture,  where  Rev. 
Gilbert  W.  Schroer  and  family  are  located, 
there  are  34  churches  with  2,484  members,  or 
two-tenths  of  one  percent  of  the  total  popu- 
lation; in  Miyagi  prefecture,  where  our  or- 
ganization is  centered  with  Tohoku  Gakuin 
and  Miyagi  College,  there  are  55  churches 
with  8,850  Christians  or  seven-tenths  of  one 
percent  of  the  population;  in  Akita  prefec- 
ture, with  an  empty  missionary  residence, 
there  are  16  churches  with  984  Christians,  or 
one-tenth  of  one  percent  of  the  population; 
in  Yamagata  prefecture,  where  Rev.  W.  Carl 
Nugent  and  family  are  located,  there  are  20 
churches  with  1,365  Christians,  or  a  little 
more  than  one-tenth  of  one  percent  of  the 
population;  in  Fukushima  prefecture,  where 
Rev.  Marcus  J.  Engelman  and  family  are 
located,  there  are  43  churches  with  3,909 
Christians,  or  three-tenths  of  one  percent  of 
the  population.  This  means  that  four-tenths 
of  one  percent  of  the  whole  Tohoku  (North- 
east Japan)  are  nominally  Christian. 

For  the  whole  of  Japan  the  churches  num- 
ber 1,708  with  a  membership  of  254.038.  or, 
four-tenths  of  one  percent  of  the  total  popu- 
lation of  Japan  Christian,  leaving  99.6  per- 
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cent  as  a  field  for  the  future.  The  astonish- 
ing feature  of  this  is,  that  with  so  small 
a  percentage  actually  Christian,  Christianity 
has  so  greatly  influenced  the  nation's  life. 
And  in  the  face  of  these  facts  just  stated  the 
Christians  of  North  Japan  have  made  impress- 
ive advances  during  the  past  few  years. 

In  accordance  with  the  Ten  Year  Plan  for 
self-support  set  up  by  the  Classis,  and  ap- 
proved by  the  Joint  Evangelistic  Board,  con- 
sistent effort  has  been  made  to  put  a  number 
of  the  churches  on  an  independent  basis  early 
in  1935.  It  would  not  be  out  of  order  to 
mention  them  in  this  report,  for  by  June  1, 
1933,  five  churches  were  added  to  the  list  of 
ten  in  the  Tohoku.  in  the  following  order: 
Aomori,  Ishinomaki,  Akita,  Yonezawa  and 
Morioka.  Aomori  church  started  out  with 
the  New  Year,  the  other  four  a  few  months 
later.  In  addition  to  this  one  church,  Koshi- 
gaya,  in  Saitama  prefecture,  went  to  self-sup- 
port early  in  1934,  and  another,  Urawa,  is  to 


follow  in  a  few  months.  These  con2:rega- 
tions,  while  in  fair  shape,  will  have  to  make 
heavy  sacrifices  for  years  to  come  to  retain 
their  equilibrium,  and  at  the  same  time  con- 
tinue to  reach  out  to  the  untouched  areas 
around  them.  They  need  your  constant 
prayers. 

*       -H-  w 

In  brief,  a  new  spirit  seems  to  be  rife  in 
the  churches,  the  spirit  of  personal  sacrifice 
to  that  of  the  communities  in  which  thev 
serve.  While  the  common  thing  is  first  of  all 
devotion  to  cause  or  race,  that,  overcome  with 
the  Spirit  of  Christ,  may  help  to  mould  lives 
for  a  wider  service  than  we  can  at  present 
foresee.  In  the  midst  of  depression,  cut 
budgets,  war  talk,  labor  problems,  and  anti- 
religious  feelings,  let  us  hope  and  pray  that 
the  less  than  one  percent  of  the  population  of 
Japan  who  are  professing  Christians  may  take 
hold  of  the  situation  and  bring  Hope  out  of 
Chaos. 


A  Letter  of  Sympathy  from  a  Japanese  Christian 

(Extract  from  letter  of  Dr.  Wm.  G.  Seiple,  January  11,  1935) 


"Miss  Saeki  Kin  is  originally  from  Sendai 
and  a  graduate  of  the  Academic  Course  of 
Miyagi  College  in  1919  and  of  the  English 
Course  of  the  Higher  Department  in  1924. 
She  is  a  very  active  member  of  the  Aomori 
Church  of  Christ  in  Japan.  She  handed  this 
letter  to  Mrs.  George  S.  Noss,  as  the  funeral 
party  was  leaving  Aomori  for  Sendai  on 
January  3rd." 


46  Shinvasukata  Machi, 
January  2,  1935. 

Dear  Mrs.  Noss: 

I  heard  from  Miss  Ima  Sato  the  death  of 
Dr.  Noss  in  the  afternoon  of  this  day.  It  was 
very,  very  sad  to  hear  it  and  I  want  to  assure 
you  and  your  whole  family  of  my  deepest 
sympathy  in  which  my  brother  and  sister  join. 
I  know  this  is  a  very  hard  experience  for  you, 
especially  for  Mr.  Noss,  when  he  is  not  very 
strong,  but  I  am  praying  our  Heavenly  Father 
to  give  you  of  His  divine  strength  and  com- 
fort in  abundance.  For  this  time  of  sorrow, 
we  should  try  to  keep  in  our  mind  this  thought 
— "We  thank  Thee,  our  Heavenly  Father  that 
Thou  art  always  with  us  when  most  we  need 
Thee."  I  am  sure  you  will  receive  peace 
and  the  assurance  of  His  Wisdom  and  love 
even  in  this  great  bereavement.  I  believe  it 
cannot  fail  to  help  us  in  this  particular  grief 


and  trial.  It  is  indeed  a  "troubled  sea"  at 
times,  but  Christ  can  speak  peace  to  every 
troubled  sea  and  every  grief-stricken  heart. 

The  death  of  the  dearest  will  make  the  rest 
pure,  or  make  one's  soul  deeper  and  truer  in 
believing  God,  I  do  trust.  It  was  really  the 
"great  loss"  to  lose  him  now — the  most  hon- 
orable and  respectable  man  of  God  and  the 
great  benefactor  of  evangelism  in  the  North- 
eastern province.  Yet  his  work  was  perfectly 
done.  He  was  happy  to  love  everybody  and 
was  always  a  friend  to  the  sorrow  and  the 
poor  in  mind.  His  virtues  will  still  go  straight 
to  every  heart.  He  lives  in  our  heart  as  a 
"guiding  star"  now  and  forever.  \^  e  have 
many  things  to  do  after  his  steps. 

Mrs.  Noss,  I  had  had  many  hard  trials  to 
bear — my  parents  and  three  sisters  had  gone 
from  me.  The  sorroiv  could  not  be  felt  ex- 
actly, if  one  had  not  experienced  such  a  sad 
time.  So  I  am  anxious  to  tell  you  how  truly 
I  sympathize,  and  how  much  I  want  you  to 
feel  the  power  of  God  in  your  heart. 

Please  take  good  care  of  yourself  all 
through  your  journey  to  Sendai. 

With  kindest  wishes  to  Mr.  Noss  and  his 
brothers  and  much  love  for  yourself.  I  am 
always 

Your  girl, 

Kin  Saeki. 


Home  Missions 

Charles  E.  Schaeffer,  Editor 


Important  Joint  Meeting  of  the  Boards  of  Home  Missions  of  the 
Evangelical  Synod  and  ol  the  Reformed  Church 


BY  previous  arrangement,  the  Board  for 
Home  Missions  of  the  Evangelical  Synod 
and  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  of  the  Re- 
formed Church  in  the  United  States,  held  their 
annual  meetings  at  the  Hotel  Seneca,  Colum- 
bus, Ohio,  on  January  15th  and  16th.  The 
separate  sessions  were  held  in  adjoining 
rooms  but  on  the  evening  of  the  first  day  and 
continuing  through  part  of  the  second  day, 
the  Boards  met  in  joint  session.  The  Board 
of  Church  Extension  Fund  of  the  Evangelical 
Synod  was  also  in  attendance  and  took  part 
in  the  proceedings.  An  Agenda  for  the  meet- 
ing had  been  prepared  by  the  two  secretaries. 

The  first  evening  was  taken  up  by  showing 
picture  slides  of  certain  phases  of  work  pecul- 
iar to  each  group.  The  Evangelicals  showed 
pictures  of  their  work  in  the  Ozarks,  at  Biloxi, 
on  Madeline  Island,  and  the  Caroline  Mission 
in  St.  Louis.  The  Reformed  group  showed 
pictures  of  their  work  among  the  Indians,  the 
Hungarians,  the  Japanese  and  the  Czech. 
This  proved  very  interesting  as  it  helped  to 
visualize  what  each  group  is  doing  in  these 
respective  fields. 

On  the  morning  of  the  second  day  Dr.  L. 
W.  Goebel,  Vice-President  of  the  Evangelical 
and  Reformed  Church  and  representing  Presi- 
dent George  W.  Richards,  conducted  the  devo- 
tional service.  Officers  were  elected  as  fol- 
lows: Dr.  G.  A,  Schmidt  of  Denver,  Colo., 
who  has  served  as  President  of  the  Evangel- 
ical Synod's  Board  for  more  than  20  years, 
was  elected  Chairman.  Dr.  Charles  E.  Miller 
of  Tiffin,  Ohio,  who  has  been  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Home  Missions  of  the  Reformed 
Church  for  over  26  years,  was  appointed 
V ice-Chairman.  The  Rev.  J.  J.  Braun,  the 
Executive  Secretary  of  the  Evangelical  Syn- 
od's Board,  was  appointed  Secretary. 

Later  on  an  Executive  Committee  consisting 
of  the  Chairman,  the  Vice-Chairman,  the  two 
Executive  Secretaries  and  Rev.  Purd  E.  Deitz 
and  Rev.  Charles  Enders  was  appointed, 
which  is  charged  with  certain  responsibilities 
and  serves  as  a  clearing  house  for  certain 
problems  between  full  Board  meetings. 

Each  of  the  Secretaries,  including  that  of 
the  Board  of  Church  Extension,  presented  a 


rather  comprehensive  statement  of  the  organi- 
zation of  each  Board  and  the  work  in  which 
it  is  engaged,  indicating  the  budget  required 
and  other  items  of  interest.  These  statements 
were  thoroughly  discussed  as  each  group 
tried  to  think  itself  into  the  other's  task. 
These  statements  were  followed  by  a  discus- 
sion of  certain  projects  in  which  both  groups 
are  already  cooperating.  These  are  as  fol- 
lows: Rochester,  N.  Y.,  Omaha,  Nebr.,  San 
Rafael,  Cal.,  Hollywood,  Cal.,  Quincy,  Wash- 
ington; Payette,  Ruppert,  Sugar  City,  Idaho; 
Brown,  Manitoba,  Canada.  Certain  other 
possible  steps  of  cooperation  were  also  indi- 
cated, such  as  at  Lincoln,  Neb.,  Fairview  and 
Powhattan,  Kansas;  and  Loveland,  Colo.  A 
resolution  was  offered  that  the  joint  Board 
recommend  the  prompt  merger  of  mission 
churches  or  smaller  self-supporting  churches 
wherever  possible.  Such  merged  mission 
churches  should,  however,  be  definitely  allo- 
cated for  supervision  and  support  to  one 
of  the  Boards,  if  the  respective  Classis  or  Dis- 
trict is  satisfied.  The  total  financial  support 
involved  in  such  merged  mission  churches 
should  be  shared  equitably  by  the  Boards. 
The  Secretaries  were  entrusted  with  the  task 
of  devising  uniform  report  blanks.  The  issu- 
ing of  pamphlets,  periodicals  and  books  was 
also  discussed.  It  was  agreed  that  the  Secre- 
taries should  prepare  a  Mission  Studv  book 
based  upon  the  work  of  these  Boards.  Action 
was  taken  whereby  the  present  Home  Mission 
publications  in  both  bodies  may  be  more 
widely  disseminated  in  each  group.  It  was 
also  agreed  that  the  Fall  emphasis  on  Home 
Missions  should  be  promoted  jointly  by  the 
two  Boards  and  that  the  Missionary  Educa- 
tion in  both  portions  of  the  united  Church 
should  be  merged  as  soon  as  feasible. 

The  two  Boards  were  urged  to  unite  as  far 
as  possible  in  the  promotion  of  Summer  Con- 
ferences and  also  to  plan  for  a  special  Home 
Missions  Conference  to  be  held  in  the  vear 
1937. 

Considerable  discussion  was  given  to  the 
matter  of  the  organization  of  the  new  Board 
in  the  Evangelical  and  Reformed  Church. 
Certain  definite  resolutions  were  formulated 
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which  will  be  presented  to  the  Committee  on  of  the  merger  appear  and  while  there  are 

Constitution.  many  problems  arising  from  details,  they  can 

Thus  the  first  steps  towards  uniting  the  be  satisfactorily  worked  out  if  we  have  faith 

Home  Mission  work  of  these  two  bodies  have  and  patience  and  confidence  in  one  another, 
been  taken.    Already  some  of  the  advantages  C.  E.  S. 

Home  Missions  in  the  Evangelical  and  Reformed  Church — 
In  the  Evangelical  Branch 

By  Rev.  J.  J.  Braun 


THE  Evangelical  branch  of  the  Evangelical 
and  Reformed  Church  extends  Gospel 
ministry  through  its  home  mission  activities 
to  135  communities.  It  is  sending  its  mission- 
aries to  New  York,  to  Los  Angeles,  to  Everett, 
Washington,  and  to  Miami.  There  are  eight 
fields  along  the  Atlantic  seaboard  and  twelve 
along  the  Pacific,  two  in  Canada,  six  in  cities 
on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  the  others  are 
scattered  widely  in  between. 

The  105  missionary  workers  report  active 
contacts  with  about  20,000  persons  of  whom 
they  have  won  about  12,000  into  membership 
of  the  church.  In  the  church  schools  of  these 
missions,  there  are  about  11,000  children  and 
young  people.  During  1934  a  few  over  1,200 
were  added  to  the  membership.  The  losses  for 
the  same  year  are  unusually  high,  namely 
408.  In  many  of  these  cases,  memberships 
were  cancelled  because  of  inability  to  make 
contributions.  Probably  with  a  net  gain  of 
797  at  such  a  time  as  this  Home  Missions  has 
made  a  very  substantial  advance. 

The  Board  for  Home  Missions  strives  to 
conduct  a  full  program  in  each  of  its  mis- 
sions. To  this  end  it  enjoys  the  full  coopera- 
tion of  all  the  other  Boards  of  the  denomina- 
tion such  as  Religious  Education,  Young 
People,  Women's  Union,  Brotherhood,  the 
Commission  on  Social  Problems,  etc.  The 
whole  church  with  all  its  recognized  activities 
must  function  strongly  in  each  mission.  Only 
thus  can  the  mission  church  exercise  its  great- 
est possible  usefulness  for  the  individual  and 
society.  While  it  rests  primarily '  with  the 
District  Board  to  supervise  the  mission  church 
and  to  secure  better  work,  the  central  Board 
can  and  does  watch  the  individual  mission  and 
its  pastor  and  through  visits  of  its  Executive 
Secretary  and  through  its  dealing  with  the 
District  Board,  our  Board  exercises  a  very 
definite  responsibility  in  this  matter.  Per- 
haps as  effective  a  factor  in  securing  better 
work  in  the  mission  church  as  any  is  the 
proper  selection  of  the  pastor.  In  this  matter 
the  Central  Board  reserves  the  decisive  word 


for  itself.  It  occasionally  directs  the  District 
Board  to  ask  for  some  worker's  resignation. 
Thus  far  all  this  effort  at  direction  of  the  pro- 
gram of  the  church  is  confined  entirely  to 
those  churches  that  receive  aid  from  the 
Board.  There  are,  however,  a  great  number 
of  smaller  churches  where  such  direction 
would  be  of  great  service  to  the  cause  if  it 
could  be  applied  in  the  right  way.  The  va- 
rious other  Boards  are,  to  be  sure,  continually 
offering  them  many  good  suggestions,  but 
being  somewhat  paralyzed  by  a  sense  of  in- 
feriority, they  do  not  adopt  such  suggestions. 
It  might  be  good  if  the  Home  Mission  Boards 
could  devise  some  kind  of  service  by  which 
they  could  offer  such  smaller  churches  the 
direct  constructive  work  of  some  able,  sym- 
pathetic, experienced  pastor  in  the  way  of 
studying  their  program  and  directing  them 
over  a  period  of  several  months  in  the  build- 
ing up  of  better  work.  It  would  be  necessary 
to  keep  the  spirit  of  such  service  free  from 
all  taint  of  superiority  or  compulsion.  It  may 
be  this  kind  of  thing  was  intended  when  the 
Reformed  Board  appointed  a  Director  of 
Evangelism. 

Sources  of  Income.  The  Board  may  neither 
raise  its  funds  nor  spend  its  funds  apart  from 
the  program  of  the  entire  church.  Its  budget 
apportionment,  as  does  also  that  of  each  of 
the  other  Boards,  comes  from  the  individual 
churches  through  the  central  treasury  of  the 
denomination.  What  special  designations 
churches,  societies  or  individuals  send  in  for 
the  specific  use  of  the  Board  for  Home  Mis- 
sions, are  given  to  the  Board  to  be  used  over 
and  above  its  regular  budget  allowance  from 
the  central  treasury.  There  is,  however,  this 
check  on  these  designations.  The  average 
sum  of  designations  received  by  Home  Mis- 
sions is  in  the  following  year  deducted  from 
the  general  amount  agreed  on  as  the  reason- 
able need  of  the  Board.  Let  me  seek  to  make 
this  clear:  The  Board  for  Home  Missions  is 
called  upon,  by  the  Finance  Committee  of  the 
General  Council,  to  show  item  for  item  what 
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it  proposes  to  spend  in  the  following  year. 
Let  us  say  that  it  shows  a  need  amounting  to 
$100,000.  The  Finance  Committee  forthwith 
ascertains  how  great  the  volume  of  designa- 
tions for  Home  Missions  has  been.  This 
amount  is  then  deducted.  Let  us  say  that  they 
determine  that  Home  Missions  can  expect 
about  $5,000  in  designations.  They  will  then 
deal  with  the  sum  of  $95,000  as  the  need  of 
this  Board.  The  Finance  Committee  reports 
to  the  General  Council  and  this  body  fixes  the 
"paying  basis"  for  the  Board.  Heretofore,  the 
Synodical  Treasurer  was  held  to  pay  out  this 
paying  basis  month  by  month  even  though  he 
was  compelled  to  borrow  frequently  in  the 
course  of  the  year. 

For  Home  Missions,  the  "paying  basis"  in 
1928  was  about  $115,000.  The  General  Coun- 
cil, upon  the  advice  of  the  Finance  Committee, 
had  confidently  expected  that  the  people  of 
the  church  would  contribute  enough  to  make 
such  an  amount  possible.  The  contributions, 
however,  fell  so  far  below  the  mark  during 
the  ensuing  year  that  for  1929  the  "paying 
basis"  was  set  at  thousands  of  dollars  less. 
The  budget  contributions  of  the  church  fell 
from  year  to  year  until  a  basis  of  $86,000 
was  reached  for  1935.  In  all  of  this  down- 
ward trimming  of  the  work,  the  Board  shared 
the  same  degree  of  curtailment  with  all 
the  Boards.  Moreover,  Secretaries  in  the 
offices,  the  men  in  the  field,  the  support  to 
mission  churches,  all  phases  of  the  work 
shared  alike.  Some  good  mission  fields  could 
be  given  only  part  time  service  and  some 
fields  had  to  be  given  up  entirely.  It  may  be 
said  that  the  loss  to  the  work  may  here  and 
there  be  offset  by  an  effort  to  rouse  more 
misisionary  passion  in  order  that  more  work 


for  the  Lord  might  be  accomplished  with  the 
diminished  funds. 

Social  Projects 

Ozarks.  The  whole  church  has  taken  note 
of  the  sturdy  development  right  through  the 
depression  of  its  mission  to  the  Ozark  mount- 
aineers. In  the  course  of  twelve  years,  ten 
preaching  places  and  three  organized  churches 
have  been  established.  For  years  the  pastor 
of  nearby  Manchester,  Missouri,  Rev.  Paul  A. 
Wobus,  did  all  the  work.  In  1928,  Rev.  Zenos 
F.  Yount  was  engaged  as  itinerant  evangelist. 
He  has  been  effective  and  is  greatly  beloved 
by  the  people.  While  Rev.  Mr.  Wobus  re- 
mains the  director  of  the  Ozark  work  and 
spends  much  time  in  the  field  every  month,  it 
has  now  been  possible  through  the  beneficence 
of  the  Women's  Union  to  engage  a  resident 
pastor  for  Shannon  County.  Rev.  Vincent 
W.  Bucher,  graduate  of  Dayton  Theological 
Seminary,  was  installed  at  the  beautiful  Com- 
munity House  in  September,  1934.  He  is 
skillfully  welding  the  eight  Sunday  Schools 
and  preaching  points  of  the  County  into  a 
larger  parish  centering  in  the  Community 
House.  Through  the  fall,  a  Folk  School, 
patterned  after  the  well-known  Danish  folk 
schools,  was  conducted.  This  project  is  in 
the  hands  of  the  Ozark  Auxiliary  Committee, 
appointed  by  the  Board  and  of  which  the 
Executive  Secretary  is  secretary. 

Biloxi.  At  Biloxi,  Mississippi,  in  the 
neighborhood  of  one  of  the  regularly  estab- 
lished mission  churches,  a  large  group  of 
underprivileged  people  was  discovered.  They 
were  being  exploited  by  fishing  and  canning 
companies.  The  pastor  gave  them  special  at- 
tention and  found  that  they  were  in  need  of 
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Clinic  at  Biloxi.  Mississippi 


more  service  than  he  could  possibly  render 
alone.  The  Board  now  maintains,  under  his 
leadership,  a  trained  nurse  as  director  of 
health  activities  and  a  well-trained  educator 
as  director  of  recreation  and  religious  educa- 
tion. The  denomination  has  purchased  two 
model  buildings  in  the  Back  Bav  of  Biloxi  for 
the  conduct  of  this  work.  In  the  case  of 
Biloxi,  supervision  is  exercised  through  the 
District  Board  of  Home  Missions. 

Madeline  Island.  On  Madeline  Island  in 
Lake  Superior,  near  Ashland,  Wisconsin,  the 
Board  maintains  a  mission  for  the  few  hun- 
dred natives  and  the  hundreds  of  summer  peo- 
ple that  spend  several  months  each  year  in  the 
hotels  and  summer  homes  on  this  island  gem 
There  are  other  lonely  settlements  such  as 
the  little  Evangelical  colony  at  Pike  River 
and  the  lonely  Lighthouse  keepers  that  de- 
pend entirely  on  the  Madeline  missionary  for 


religious  ministry.  This  project  is  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Minnesota  District  Board. 

City  Missions.  At  the  point  of  City  Mis- 
sions such  as  that  which  is  conducted  by  the 
Board  in  conjunction  with  the  Evangelical 
Federation  of  St.  Louis,  Evangelical  Home 
Missions  comes  closest  to  the  type  of  work 
done  with  such  outstanding  effectiveness  in 
Germany  under  the  name  of  "Innere  Mis- 
sion." Every  large  city  in  America  needs  a 
type  of  social  service  more  closely  identified 
with  a  warm  and  regenerative  Christianity. 
The  social  settlement  in  St.  Louis  known  as 
Caroline  Mission  is  of  this  character  and  so 
also  is  the  work  done  in  public  institutions 
by  the  city  missionary.  Rev.  J.  W.  Varwig, 
and  his  many  volunteer  assistants.  Caroline 
Mission  is  financed  entirely  by  local  individ- 
uals and  churches.    In  the  course  of  a  year, 
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many  thousands  of  persons  of  all  ages  secure 
a  new  hold  on  life  through  these  agencies. 

Sunday  School  Missions.  Frequently  an 
underchurched  community  must  be  ap- 
proached through  the  children.  This  necessity 
has  led  to  much  fruitful  work  in  the  field  of 
Sunday  School  missions.  In  city  and  country, 
on  western  plains  and  in  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains, there  is  much  room  for  a  larger  work 
among  the  children. 

Church  Extension  Fund.  Beginning  with  a 
fund  of  $25.00  in  1889,  the  denomination  has 
built  up  a  Church  Extension  Fund  of  nearly 
$500,000.00,  out  of  which  it  loans  money  to 
erect  mission  churches  or  parsonages,  charg- 
ing 2%  for  church  loans  and  3%  for  parson- 
age loans,  and  calling  for  the  repayment  of 
the  loan  in  serial  notes  within  ten  years. 
This  fund  is  administered  by  a  separate 
Board.  There  is,  however,  a  very  close  co- 
operation between  this  Board  and  the  Board 
for  Home  Missions.  The  Board  has  frequent- 
ly called  attention  to  the  importance  of  pro- 
viding more  suitable  church  buildings  and  a 
parsonage  in  every  field  which  is  found  to  be 
worthwhile.  To  carry  out  an  adequate  pro- 
gram in  this  department,  even  in  the  compara- 
tively small  number  of  135  mission  fields,  a 
much  larger  fund  would  be  required. 

Publicity.  Information  about  the  Home 
Mission  work  described  above  is  given  each 
week  on  the  Home  Missions  page  of  the 
Evangelical  Herald,  edited  by  "Ess  M.  Ess" 
(Miss  Selma  M.  Schmidt)  and  in  the  Frie- 
densbote  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Board,  Rev. 
G.  A.  Schmidt.  Two  missionary  periodicals 
issued  jointly  by  Home  and  Foreign  Missions, 
one,  "Our  Mission  Sunday,"  a  monthly  and 
another,  "Our  Work,"  a  quarterly,  enjoy  a 
wide  circulation.  "Our  Work"  is  written  for 
young  people  and  adults  and  "Our  Mission 
Sunday,"  which  heretofore  has  also  been 
written  for  older  folks,  will  be  written  during 
i  1935  by  persons  who  made  literary  work  for 
Juniors  their  specialty.  Every  four  years  a 
Home  Missions  Conference  is  held  in  which 


the  opportunities  and  the  problems  of  the 
Church's  mission  in  America  are  more  thor- 
oughly studied  by  representatives  of  the  Home 
Missions  personnel. 

Interdenominational  Work.  The  Board 
contributes  $100.00  a  year  toward  the  Home 
Missions  Council  and  $59.00  a  year  toward 
the  Missionary  Education  Movement.  We  seek 
to  attend  the  annual  meetings,  make  an  occa- 
sional contribution  toward  this  or  that  inter- 
denominational work.  The  Women's  Union 
contributes  toward  interdenominatioal  work 
apart  from  the  Board  for  Home  Missions. 
With  regard  to  comity  our  conscience  has 
been  growing  more  sensitive.  We  have  for 
years  endeavored  to  undertake  no  new  work 
without  consulting  whatever  recognized  com- 
ity group  might  be  functioning  in  the  respec- 
tive area.  Special  difficulty  such  as  we  have 
had  with  the  Congregationalists  in  the  Volga- 
German  work  led  us  to  hold  local  confer- 
ences. Such  a  conference  was  held  in  Greeley 
in  1931  where  a  so-called  "Gentlemen's 
Agreement"  was  adopted. 

Missionary  Education.  Our  Missionary 
Education  Council  is  composed  of  the  Execu- 
tive Secretaries  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Mis- 
sions, the  Board  of  Religious  Education  and 
the  Board  for  Home  Missions.  Among  other 
things  this  Council  is  promoting  a  "School  of 
Missions,"  in  the  interest  of  which  three 
pamphlets  are  at  present  nearly  ready  for  the 
printers.  The  first  of  these  sets  forth  the 
nature  of  the  School  of  Missions,  the  second 
gives  suggestive  courses  of  study  for  Foreign 
Missions,  in  three  groups,  one  for  adults,  one 
for  young  people  and  one  for  children.  The 
third  is  to  give  suggestive  courses  in  the  same 
three-fold  division  for  Home  Missions. 

A  new  day  is  dawning  with  the  consumma- 
tion of  the  merger  with  the  Reformed  Church 
in  the  United  States.  Home  Missions  is  con- 
fidently expecting  to  accomplish  a  very  great 
deal  more  for  the  building  of  the  church  in 
this  country  with  the  combined  forces  of  the 
two  communions. 


"Just  cannot  get  along  without  this  magazine." 

Mrs.  R.  E.  Patterson,  Rockwell,  N.  C. 


''I  have  taken  The  Outlook  of  Missions  ever  since  it  was  published.'' 

Miss  Anna  Crites,  Stoutsville,  Ohio. 
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The  Board  of  Home  Missions  Holds  Its  Annual  Meeting 


THE  Board  of  Home  Missions  held  its  an- 
nual meeting  in  the  Seneca  Hotel,  Colum- 
bus, Ohio,  on  January  15-16.  All  the  mem- 
bers were  present  with  the  exception  of  Rev. 
David  Dunn  who  was  detained  by  urgent  pas- 
toral duties.  The  Superintendents  were  like- 
wise in  attendance  as  was  also  Mrs.  F.  W. 
Leich  representing  the  Woman's  Missionary 
Society. 

The  General  Secretary  in  his  report  called 
attention  to  the  large  number  of  deaths  which 
occurred  during  the  course  of  the  year,  in- 
cluding Miss  Bessie  Y.  Stewart,  Treasurer 
Joseph  S.  Wise,  Rev.  Andrew  Urban,  Rev.  L. 
Tegze,  Rev.  David  J.  Wolf.  He  also  referred 
to  the  death  of  Revs.  0.  P.  Foust  and  Eugene 
Boros  who  had  served  as  missionaries  under 
the  Board  until  quite  recently,  when  their 
congregations  went  to  self-support. 

The  item  of  principal  interest  was  the  re- 
port of  the  Certified  Public  Accountant  who 
had  audited  the  books  for  the  year  1934. 
This  report  revealed  the  fact  that  the  cash 
receipts  in  the  General  Fund  for  the  year  were 
as  follows:  On  apportionment,  $145,793.81, 
from  other  sources  including  the  W.  M.  S., 
Home  Mission  Day  and  on  debt  reduction, 
$80,058.53,  or  a  total  of  $225,852.34.  There 
were  disbursements  of  $197,184.29.  To  this 
must  be  added  other  payments  such  as  notes 
paid  off  and  loans  to  the  Church  Building 
Fund.  The  report  on  its  Balance  Sheet  showed 
that  in  the  General  Fund  the  Board  had  assets 
of  $106,744  and  liabilities  of  $329,239  or  net 
liabilities  including  back  salaries  and  notes 
payable  of  $229,495.  In  the  Church  Building 
Department  the  total  receipts  for  the  year 
were  $98,278  to  which  must  be  added  the 
balance  of  a  year  ago  of  $4,734.  There  were 
disbursements  of  $99,710.  The  total  assets 
in  both  Departments  amount  to  $1,719,342 
and  the  total  liabilities  are  $1,363,084  leaving 
the  net  worth  of  the  Board  as  $356,258.  In 
addition  to  this  there  are  unpaid  subscriptions 
amounting  to  $111,363  through  the  Mortgage 
Redemption  Plan. 

The  Board  struggled  long  and  hard  in  set- 
ting up  its  budget  for  the  current  year.  It 
went  very  carefully  into  the  matter  of  fixing 
the  appropriations  to  the  missionaries  for  the 
year  and  also  into  what  the  Board  might  ex- 
pect from  the  Church  at  large  during  this 
period.  It  beqame  necessary  to  make  some 
drastic  reductions  in  the  appropriations  and 
to  ask  a  number  of  missions  to  assume  self- 
support  before  they  themselves  felt  quite  able 
to  do  so.    The  budget  was  finally  adopted  at 


$222,694.83.  If  the  Church  will  furnish  this 
amount  of  money  during  the  course  of  the 
year,  the  Board  can  pay  its  missionaries  100 
per  cent  and  discharge  its  most  pressing  obli- 
gations, except  its  bank  loans,  without  borrow- 
ing any  more  money.  In  case  the  money  is 
not  forthcoming,  the  Board  reserves  the  priv- 
ilege of  changing  the  appropriations  at  the 
July  meeting. 

The  Finance  Committee  reported  that  over 
$20,000  had  been  received  from  the  Dollar 
Day  Drive,  all  of  which  has  already  been  dis- 
tributed among  the  missionaries  on  their  back 
salaries. 

Dr.  William  F,  DeLong  was  elected  to  suc- 
ceed Elder  Joseph  S.  Wise  as  Treasurer.  He 
will  also  continue  as  Superintendent  of  the 
Church  Building  Department.  Drs.  Horning 
and  Bolliger  were  reelected  as  Superinten- 
dents of  their  respective  Departments  for  a 
period  of  one  year. 

There  was  only  one  resignation,  that  of 
Rev.  A.  Csutoros,  Hungarian  missionary  at 
Columbus,  Ohio,  who  by  reason  of  advanc- 
ing years  will  be  retired  on  June  15.  The 
following  Missions  went  to  self-support  dur- 
ing the  year:  Denver,  Colo.,  and  Omaha, 
Nebr.  The  latter  merged  with  an  Evangelical 
Synod  congregation  nearby.  The  following 
missions  were  asked  to  become  self-support- 
ing January  1:  Sabillasville,  Md. ;  Emanuel, 
Allentown;  Tabor,  Philadelphia;  Rosedale 
and  Temple,  near  Reading.  The  following 
were  ordered  to  be  commissioned:  Rev.  W. 
R.  Shaffer  for  Faith  Church,  Philadelphia  and 
Rev.  Julius  Melegh,  D.D.,  for  a  Hungarian 
Church,  Northside,  Chicago. 

The  Mortgage  Redemption  Plan  showed 
that  $280,906  had  been  subscribed,  that  cash 
collections  of  $107,542  had  been  made  and 
$62,000  was  given  by  the  missionaries  in 
lieu  of  the  back  salaries,  or  a  total  of 
$169,542.  In  addition  to  this  $204,900  of 
debts  which  the  missions  owe  to  the  Board 
have  been  put  upon  a  liquidation  basis. 

Many  other  matters  of  vital  importance  to 
the  work  received  due  consideration  at  this 
meeting.  While  the  Board  has  had  in  these 
last  years  a  hard  struggle  to  finance  its  work, 
the  members  felt  greatly  encouraged  by  the 
fact  that  so  far  not  a  single  property  has  been 
lost  and  that  the  Board  is  gradually  recover- 
ing from  its  financial  crisis,  provided  the 
Church  at  large  will  continue  its  support  and 
give  it  the  encouragement  which  the  cause 
deserves. 


Foreign  Missions 

John  H.  Poorman,  Editor 


Another  Veteran  Answers  the  Call 


Rev.  Jairus  P.  Moore,  D.  D. 


S  the  second  missionary  appointed  to 
service  in  Japan,  Dr.  Jairus  P.  Moore 
occupied  a  prominent  place  for  many  years 
in  the  foreign  mission  work  of  the  Reformed 
Church.  After  forty  years  full  of  labors  and 
sacrifices  in  the  Sunrise  Kingdom,  he  returned 
to  America  to  spend  his  last  years  in  helpful 
ministry  by  voice  and  pen  in  the  home  church. 
He  made  his  home  at  Lansdale,  Pa.,  where  on 
February  seventh,  following  a  few  days'  ill- 
ness, he  passed  on  to  his  eternal  reward.  His 
widow  and  adopted  daughter  survive  him. 
The  funeral  services  were  held  in  St.  John's 
Church,  Rev.  Alfred  Nevin  Sayres,  pastor, 
on  February  eleventh  and  the  sermon  was 
preached  by  Dr.  Casselman.  Fellow  members 
of  Tohickon  Classis  served  as  pallbearers. 

Dr.  Moore  was  born  near  Quakertown,  Pa., 
on  November  27,  1847.  His  parents  were 
William  and  Hannah  Eckerd  Moore.  His 
father  who  was  a  mason  died  when  the  future 
missionary  was  only  a  boy.  This  compelled 
young  Jairus  to  shift  for  himself.  By  working 


on  farms  in  the  summer  and  attending  school 
in  the  winter,  he  prepared  himself  for  the 
teaching  profession.  As  a  teacher,  he  con- 
tinued to  work  on  the  farm  until  he  had 
saved  sufficient  funds  for  his  college  course. 
He  was  graduated  from  Franklin  and  Mar- 
shall College  in  1873  and  then  taught  again 
for  several  years  before  entering  the  Heidel- 
berg Theological  Seminary,  Tiffin,  Ohio.  He 
completed  this  course  in  1878  and  then  spent 
five  years  as  pastor  of  the  Millersville,  Pa., 
charge. 

His  appointment  as  a  missionary  to  Japan 
took  place  in  April,  1883.  Six  months  later. 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Moore  joined  our  first  mission- 
aries. Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ambrose  D.  Gring,  in 
evangelistic  work  in  Tokyo.  Here  Dr.  Moore 
also  taught  in  the  Peers'  School.  In  1887,  he 
was  transferred  to  Sendai  which  had  been 
chosen  as  the  center  of  our  work.  However, 
in  answer  to  an  urgent  call  from  Government 
authorities  to  teach  English  in  Yamagata,  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Moore  soon  moved  to  that  city  and 
spent  two  fruitful  years  there.  The  Yamagata 
congregation  was  a  direct  outgrowth  of  their 
efforts.  Upon  returning  to  Sendai,  Dr.  Moore 
taught  in  the  Theological  Seminary  of  North 
Japan  College  and  the  Government  Higher 
Middle  School.  For  a  year  he  filled  the 
principalship  of  Miyagi  Girls'  School  as 
"emergency  man,"  and  thereafter  devoted 
himself  again  to  evangelistic  work  until  his 
retirement  from  the  field  in  1923. 

There  are  few  churches  or  preaching  places 
in  our  entire  Japan  field  which  did  not  have 
the  benefit  of  Dr.  Moore's  ministry  in  some 
form.  There  are  many  Japanese  Christians 
who  claim  Dr.  Moore  as  their  spiritual  father. 
His  intimate  experiences  as  a  pioneer  in  the 
early  days  as  well  as  a  Kingdom  builder  in 
his  later  years  are  interestingly  set  forth  in  his 
work  entitled  "Forty  Years  in  Japan." 

His  pleasing  personality,  earnestness  of 
purpose  and  deep  consecration  also  won  a 
host  of  friends  in  America  for  the  work  of 
Foreign  Missions.  Wherever  he  went  he  car- 
ried the  Gospel  message.  His  noble  example 
is  a  challenge  to  us  all  to  keep  the  torch  of 
missionary  endeavor  burning  as  brightlv  as  he 
did  throughout  his  long  and  useful  career. 
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A  Fellow  Missionary  Tells  the  Life  Story  of  Dr.  Noss 


CHRISTOPHER  NOSS,  son  of  the  late 
Rev.  John  George  Noss  and  his  wife, 
was  born  in  Huntington,  Indiana,  September 
23,  1869,  so  that  he  attained  the  age  of  6514 
years.  He  received  his  academic  education 
at  Franklin  and  Marshall  College,  Lancaster, 
Penna.,  from  which  institution  he  graduated 
in  1888  with  high  honors.  Some  years  later 
he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Theta  chapter 
of  the  Phi  Beta  Kappa  Society.  During  most 
of  his  college  course  he  served  as  amanuensis 
to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Emanuel  V.  Gerhart,  president 
of  the  Reformed  Theological  Seminary,  who 
was  then  engaged  in  preparing  for  publica- 
tion his  "Institutes  of  the  Christian  Religion," 
in  two  large  volumes. 

Preparation  for  Ministry 

After  his  graduation,  Mr.  Noss  taught  for 
three  years  in  the  State  Normal  School  at 
Kutztown,  Penna.  There  he  met  Miss  Lura 
Boyer,  a  student  in  the  school,  whom  he  after- 
ward married.  Meanwhile  he  prepared  him- 
self for  the  Christian  ministry,  studying  at 
Lancaster,  New  York  (Union  Theological 
Seminary)  and  Berlin.  In  the  German  uni- 
versity he  attracted  the  favorable  notice  of 
Prof.  Adolf  Harnack,  who  spoke  flatteringly 
of  Mr.  Noss'  scholarly  attainments. 

Upon  completing  his  theological  prepara- 
tion, Mr.  Noss  and  Miss  Boyer  were  married 
November  27,  1895,  and  then  journeyed  to 
Japan  to  engage  in  missionary  work.  He  be- 
came professor  of  Church  History  in  what  is 
now  known  as  North  Japan  College,  Sendai. 
While  performing  this  important  work,  he 
published  "A  Text-book  of  Colloquial  Japan- 
ese," which  is  an  English  translation  and 
revision  of  Dr.  Rudolf  Lange's  "Japanisches 
Lesebuch."  This  is  really  an  admirable  piece 
of  work.  During  one  of  his  furloughs,  Dr. 
Noss  wrote  the  mission  study  text-book  en- 
titled "Tohoku — the  Scotland  of  Japan." 

Mrs.  Noss  passed  away  in  Lancaster,  Pa., 
February  26,  1907.  Recognizing  that  his  wife 
could  not  return  to  Japan,  Mr.  Noss  had  re- 
signed as  foreign  missionary,  and  was  elected 
professor  of  Systematic  Theology  in  the  Re- 
formed Theological  Seminary  at  Lancaster, 
which  position  he  held  for  five  years,  mean- 
while being  honored  by  his  Alma  Mater  with 
the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity.  Becoming 
acquainted  with  Miss  Carol  Day,  a  teacher  in 


the  Shippen  School  for  Young  Ladies  at  Lan- 
caster he  married  her  July  14,  1909.  Next 
year  the  couple  arrived  in  Japan.  At  the 
earnest  solicitation  of  the  Rev.  Chohachiro 
Kajiwara,  the  Nosses  located  in  Mr.  Kaji- 
wara's  native  city  of  Wakamatsu,  where  a 
large  tract  of  land  was  purchased  and  two 
missionary  residences  were  erected.  Dr.  Noss' 
tireless  energy  and  great  capacity  for  work 
developed  a  large  field  of  operations  in  Fuku- 
shima  prefecture.  He  took  an  especial  inter- 
est in  Minami  (South)  Aizu,  a  remote,  rather 
inaccessible  and  behind-the-times  region  in 
the  mountainous  interior.  With  one  or  two 
companions  he  made  perit)di^j  trips,  largely 
by  bicycle,  to  that  section  and  regularly  found 
a  cordial  welcome. 

Active  in  Evangelistic  Work 

Dr.  Noss  had  considerable  executive  ability, 
which  manifested  itself  mainly  in  two  direc- 
tions. He  was  principally  instrumental  in 
reorganizing  the  Mission's  evangelistic  work. 
Considerable  interest  in  so-called  "newspaper 
evangelism"  (now  termed  "correspondence 
evangelism")  arising  in  missionary  circles, 
Dr.  Noss  enthusiastically  worked  for  the  or- 
ganization of  what  is  now  called  the  Sendai 
Shinsei  Kwan.  It  is  an  interdenominational 
agency  for  the  propagation  of  Christ's  Gospel 
through  newspapers  and  correspondence. 

In  the  latter  part  of  1931  the  Noss  family 
went  to  America  on  furlough.  Dr.  Noss  re- 
turned to  Japan  alone,  Mrs.  Noss  being 
detained  by  the  illness  of  one  of  the  children. 

Dr.  Noss  was  liberally  endowed  mentally, 
had  many  fine  moral  qualities  and  was  gen- 
uinely and  sanely  religious.  His  life  helped 
to  enrich  the  lives  of  others,  and  his  works  do 
follow  him. 

In  addition  to  a  brother,  the  Rev.  Charles 
L.  Noss,  superintendent  of  St.  Paul's  Orphans' 
Home,  near  Greenville,  Penna.,  and  a 
widowed  sister,  Mrs.  Emma  N.  Burkholder,  of 
Lancaster,  he  is  survived  by  his  wife  and 
twelve  children,  four  of  whom  have  followed 
their  father's  example  by  entering  the  Chris- 
tian ministry,  one  daughter  also  marrying  a 
minister.  Of  the  above-mentioned  four  clergy- 
men. Rev.  John  B.  Noss,  Ph.D.,  is  professor 
of  Philosophy  in  Franklin  and  Marshall 
College. 

Henry  K.  Miller. 

Tokyo,  Japan. 
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Tributes  to  Our  Departed  Missionaries 

Minute  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  on  the  Death  of  the  Rev.  Christopher 

D.D.,  December  31,  1934 


Noss, 

THE  sudden  death  of  the  Rev.  Christopher 
Noss,  D.D.,  came  as  a  sad  shock  to  the 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of  the  Reformed 
Church  in  the  United  States,  and  leaves  a 
large  void  in  the  work  of  the  Japan  Mission. 

Dr.  Noss  was  rightly  named  —  he  was 
Christopher,  the  Christ-bearer.  Born  in  a 
Reformed  Church  parsonage,  he  had  the  rich 
heritage  of  a  missionary  spirit.  The  master 
passion  of  his  life  was  Christian  evangelism. 
During  his  student  life,  both  in  college  and 
theological  seminary,  he  exerted  a  powerful 
influence  upon  the  young  life  of  the  Church 
by  his  strong  advocacy  of  the  cause  of  For- 
eign Missions.  In  his  mature  life,  he  was  a 
loyal  American,  but  a  true  internationalist — a 
real  citizen  of  two  hemispheres.  In  the  pur- 
suit of  his  missionary  duties  we  find  his  life 
characterized  by  such  fundamental  and  out- 
standing missionary  characteristics  as  these:  a 
deep  devotional  life;  a  complete  consecration 
of  his  superb  intellectual  endowment;  an  in- 
nate love  of  the  Japanese  people;  a  devotion 
to  the  Japanese  pastors  and  their  flocks, 
accompanied  in  his  dealings  with  them  by  un- 
usual understanding,  sincere  sympathy,  quiet 
tact  and  gentle  firmness;  a  gracious,  good- 
natured  accommodation  to  Japanese  life;  an 
elastic  but  persistent  determination;  a  whole- 
hearted dedication  of  his  life  to  the  task  of 
Christian  evangelism;  a  genuine  love  and  con- 
cern for  common  folk.  His  burial  in  Japan 
is  beautifully  symbolic  —  he  belonged  to 
Japan. 


The  Board  feels  that  it  can  do  nothing 
better  than  to  record  its  sincere  approval  of 
the  estimate  of  the  missionary  career  of  Dr. 
Christopher  Noss  expressed  by  his  associate 
and  co-worker,  Dr.  David  B.  Schneder,  when 
he  says: 

"Dr.  Noss  was  easily  one  of  the  peers 
among  the  foreign  missionaries  laboring  in 
Japan.  His  physique  and  bearing,  his 
superior  scholarship  and  ability,  his  mastery 
of  the  Japanese  language,  and  his  deep  con- 
secration to  the  work  of  spreading  the  gospel, 
made  him  a  great  and  rare  missionary. 

"As  a  professor  for  a  while  in  North  Japan 
College,  he  was  respected  and  loved  by  his 
students.  But  especially  later,  as  an  evangel- 
istic missionary,  he  made  the  deep  impression 
upon  the  spiritual  life  of  Japan  which  made 
him  the  outstanding  missionary  he  was.  Espe- 
cially in  the  province  of  Fukushima,  in  which 
his  work  centered  for  many  years,  he  showed 
a  spirit  of  devotion  and  sacrifice  that  won 
many  hearts  for  Christ.  The  trips  that  he 
made,  many  of  them  to  remote  mountain 
regions,  and  the  hardships  he  endured,  will 
long  continue  to  live  as  a  sanctifying  influ- 
ence in  the  hearts  of  the  people  of  Aizu.  No 
doubt,  he  shortened  his  life  by  his  faithful- 
ness, but  then  'he  that  loseth  his  life  for  my 
sake  and  the  gospel's  shall  save  it.'  " 

In  the  words  of  his  co-laborer  in  the  city 
of  Wakamatsu,  Missionary  Marcus  J.  Engel- 
mann,  "Knowing  him  as  we  do,  we  feel  thaf 
he  died  as  he  wanted  to  die — in  the  front 
ranks,  pressing  forward  for  his  Master." 


Minute  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  on  the  Death  of  the  Rev.  Jairus  P. 

Moore,  D.  D.,  February  7,  1935 


THE  departure  from  this  life  of  the  dean 
of  the  personnel  of  our  missionary  force 
calls  for  a  special  expression  on  the  part  of 
the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  both  sorrowful 
and  sincere.  The  missionary  ministry  of  the 
Rev.  Jairus  P.  Moore,  D.D.,  was  co-extensive 
with  the  work  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Mis- 
sions of  the  Reformed  Church.  He  was  the 
second  missionary  commissioned  by  the 
Board,  and  the  only  one  associated  with  the 
Board  throughout  the  modern  era  of  its  his- 
tory. Dr.  Moore  was,  therefore,  our  pioneer 
missionary. 

In  his  service  for  the  Board  he  was  called 
upon  to  exemplify  in  his  life  the  character- 


istics of  the  pioneer.  He  had,  first  of  all,  the 
vision  of  a  pioneer.  He  saw  things  other 
people  did  not  see.  He  was  a  seer  in  the 
Kingdom.  He  had  the  pioneer's  faith  in  the 
things  that  he  saw.  Coupled  with  this  vision 
and  faith  was  the  courage  to  dare  and  to  do. 
Along  with  this,  he  exhibited  throughout  the 
early  days  of  his  missionary  experience  a 
determination  and  a  persistence  in  the  accom- 
plishment of  what  was  in  those  days  the  seem- 
ingly impossible.  When  faced  with  the  diffi- 
culties of  a  situation  in  those  trying  times,  he 
exhibited  a  pioneer's  ingenuity  in  the  devising 
of  ways  and  means  for  the  accomplishment 
of  his  missionary  purpose:  and  he  accom- 
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panied  this  ingenuity  with  a  resourcefulness 
which  meant  a  great  deal  in  the  introduction 
and  establishment  of  the  Church  in  Japan. 
He  exhibited  rare  tact  in  dealing  with  both 
Japanese  officials  and  the  common  folk  of 
Japan  in  the  delicate  problems  which  arose  in 
the  proclamation  of  what  was  then  a  strange 
and  foreign  religion  in  the  Empire.  Through 
all  of  these  days  he  never  lost  his  cheerful- 
ness and  his  saving  sense  of  good-humor. 
This  was  especially  manifest  in  his  gracious 
friendliness  to  the  Japanese  people — a  friend- 
liness which  originated  in  his  own  heart,  and 
which  won  for  him  friends  in  return.  Then, 
too,  he  possessed  that  pioneer  virtue  of  per- 
severance. He  was  "not  weary  of  well-doing," 
for  he  believed  with  steadfast  certainty  that 
in  due  season  he  would  reap  if  he  fainted 
not. 

After  the  earlier  pioneer  days  were  over, 
the  dominant  characteristic  of  his  missionary 
life  was  a  complete  consecration  of  all  that 
he  had  and  was  to  evangelization,  to  the  proc- 
lamation of  the  simple  gospel  of  his  Master. 
When  the  results  of  years  of  his  ministry  be- 
gan to  take  tangible  form  in  the  gathering 
about  him  of  groups  of  Christians,  his  mis- 


sionary life  was  utterly  devoted  to  these  little 
congregations  who  looked  to  him  for  inspira- 
tion and  guidance. 

When  the  age  of  retirement  came  upon  him, 
he  accepted  the  situation  with  his  usual  good- 
natured  graciousness,  although  not  without 
deep  regret  at  being  compelled  to  sever  his 
active  participation  in  the  work  which  was  so 
dear  to  his  heart.  However,  during  the  years 
of  his  retirement,  which  were  many,  he  main- 
tained his  active  interest  in  the  work  of  the 
Board  to  the  very  last.  Significant  of  this 
loyalty  and  devotion  is  the  fact  that,  on  the 
day  before  he  was  so  suddenly  stricken  criti- 
cally ill,  he  had  prepared  to  present  the  cause 
of  Foreign  Missions  to  the  Classis  of  which  he 
was  a  member. 

His  was  a  truly  apostolic  succession.  He 
walked  in  the  footsteps  of  his  great  prede- 
cessor, St.  Paul;  and,  at  the  end  of  his  long 
life  of  missionary  activity,  he  could  say,  in 
the  words  of  his  exemplar,  "I  have  fought  the 
good  fight,  I  have  finished  the  course,  I  have 
kept  the  faith:  henceforth  there  is  laid  up  for 
me  the  crown  of  righteousness,  which  the 
Lord,  the  righteous  judge,  shall  give  to  me  at 
that  day." 


Memorial  Service  for  Dr.  Noss 


ON  Tuesday  evening,  February  19th,  a 
service  in  memory  of  Dr.  Christopher 
Noss  was  held  in  Santee  Hall  of  the  Theolog- 
ical Seminary,  Lancaster,  Pa.,  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions. 
The  service  was  in  charge  of  the  Rev.  Charles 
"E.  Creitz,  D.D.,  President  of  the  Board.  The 
order  of  service  was  as  follows: 

Hymn,  "0  God,  Our  Help  in  Ages  Past,"  a 
favorite  of  Dr.  Noss;  Scripture  lesson  and 


prayer  by  Dr.  Creitz;  hymn,  "Jesus,  My 
Savior,  Let  Me  Share;"  address,  "Christopher 
Noss,  the  Man,"  by  Rev.  George  W.  Richards,, 
D.D.,  President  of  the  Seminary;  anthem, 
"Souls  of  the  Righteous  in  the  Hands  of  God," 
by  Noble,  sung  by  the  Seminary  choir;  ad- 
dress, "Christopher  Noss,  the  Missionary," 
by  Rev.  A.  V.  Casselman,  D.D.,  Secretary  of 
the  Board;  closing  hymn,  written  by  Dr, 
Noss;  benediction. 


Our  Cover  Page 


The  group  of  four  Chinese  and  three  mis- 
sionaries shown  on  the  cover  page  is  known 
as  the  Evangelistic  Committee  of  the  Church 
of  Everlasting  Life,  Shenchow,  China.  This 
committee  directs  the  work  in  nine  outstations 
and  several  preaching  places  in  the  Shenchow 
district.  It  has  direct  supervision  over  the 
Chinese  evangelists,  preachers,  Bible  women 
and  colporteurs  in  this  area.  It  also  plans 
for  the  holding  of  spiritual  conferences. 

The  members  of  the  Evangelistic  Committee 
include  (front  row,  left  to  right)  Mr.  Hsieh 
Yuin  Ih,  a  graduate  of  Eastview  Schools  who 
has  been  serving  as  Mr.  Hilgeman's  personal 
teacher  and  office  helper;  Elder  Hsiang  Yao 


Chin,  a  shoemaker,  who  has  been  a  faithful 
worker  in  the  church  for  many  years;  Mr. 
Chang  An  Pin,  former  Principal  of  Chenteh 
Girls'  School  and  now  studying  at  Hua  Chung 
College,  Wuchang,  and  Rev.  Theophilus  F. 
Hilgeman;  (back  row)  Miss  Minerva  S.  Weil^ 
Rev.  George  R.  Snyder  and  Mr.  Giang  Shi 
Yao,  Principal  of  Eastview  Schools. 

The  meaning  of  the  Chinese  characters, 
which  read  from  right  to  left,  is  as  follows: 
"Shenchow,  Church  of  Christ  in  China, 
Church  of  Everlasting  Life";  (second  row) 
"Meeting  of  Evangelistic  Committee,  entire 
body".  At  the  left  the  date  of  the  meeting  is 
given:  "1933— Nov.  28". 
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Another  Letter  from  Miss  Myers 


Yochow  City,  Hunan,  China, 

September  19,  1934. 

Dear  Friends  of  Calvary  Reformed  Church, 
Reading,  Pa. : 

Today  one  year  ago  I  left  the  lovely  little 
town  of  Hanover  and  those  who  were  dearest 
to  me,  to  return  to  my  missionary  work  in 
China  where  I  had  spent  nine  years. 

Since  my  furlough  in  1926,  Misses  Traub 
and  Krick,  with  the  help  of  Chinese  graduate 
nurses,  carried  the  work  very  well.  Then 
came  the  sad  news  of  Miss  Krick's  illness  and 
her  return  to  the  U.  S.  A.  At  that  very  time 
my  own  dear  mother  passed  away  and  I  was 
asked  to  return  to  China. 

During  those  six  years  in  the  U.  S.  A.  I  had 
pretty  well  taken  root.  To  leave  my  younger 
sister,  who  was  my  faithful  coworker — being 
a  nurse — alone  in  the  home  and  to  leave  my 
work  as  community  nurse  there  in  Hanover 
was  not  as  easy  as  one  might  think.  We  know 
that  prayer  changes  things  and  through 
prayer  I  was  able  to  make  this  great  change  in 
my  life  and  my  work. 

The  Woman's  Missionary  Society  made  it 
possible  for  me  to  stop  over  in  England  for 
special  study  in  midwifery,  and  coming  via 
Suez  Canal  it  was  my  privilege  to  go  for  a 
ten  days'  visit  to  Jerusalem  and  Palestine. 

How  I  love  to  recall  those  hills  and 
mountains  surrounding  Nazareth,  the  boat 
ride  on  the  Sea  of  Galilee,  those  very  stones 
on  which  are  carved  clusters  of  grapes  and 
pomegranates  still  lying  there  where  the  syna- 
gogue of  Capernaum  once  stood,  a  drink  of 
water  from  the  well  of  Sychar  where  Jesus 
said  to  the  woman  of  Samaria,  "Whosoever 
shall  drink  of  the  water  that  I  shall  give  him 
shall  never  thirst,"  the  little  village  of  Cana 
where  the  marriage  feast  was  held  and  the 
water  turned  into  wine.  Most  sacred  of  all 
the  little  town  of  Bethlehem,  the  Mount  of 
Olives,  Garden  of  Gethsemane  and  Calvary. 
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Seeing  all  this  has  been  the  highest  peak  I 
have  attained  in  life,  but  now  I  have  come 
down  to  work  in  the  vineyard. 

Seven  months  have  passed  since  I  arrived  in 
Yochow.  It  was  difficult  to  become  adjusted 
to  the  new  conditions.  In  the  hospital  we  are 
not  caring  for  the  large  numbers  of  patients 
as  in  past  years,  because  our  budget  does  not 
allow  as  many  charity  cases.  My  first  im- 
pression was  that  we  were  very  highly  organ- 
ized— serving  an  institution  rather  than  pa- 
tients. Again  prayer  changed  things,  and  we 
are  now  a  body  of  very  busy  and  happy  work- 
ers. We  are  still  far  from  being  properly 
adjusted,  and  have  some  big  problems  to 
solve.    We  need  your  daily  prayers. 

The  past  summer  with  its  extreme  heat  and 
drought  has  compelled  thousands  of  families 
to  leave  their  homes  and  go  wandering  about 
seeking  food.  They  travel  on  freight  trains 
from  town  to  town.  One  can  see  car  after  car 
just  packed  with  human  beings,  sitting  on  top 
as  well  as  inside  the  car.  Of  course  ever  so 
often  one  comes  tumbling  down.  Just  last 
night  a  little  boy  was  brought  in  the  hospital 
with  his  right  arm  all  but  amputated.  Not 
long  ago  a  woman  had  a  similar  accident — 
also  the  right  arm.  After  the  operation  while 
braiding  her  hair  she  found  her  needle  still 
sticking  in  her  twist  of  hair. 

Many,  many  times  during  the  rainless  days 
of  the  summer  I  wondered  whether  this  was 
God's  way  of  bringing  these  rebellious  people 
to  Him. 

Surely  He  does  know  all  about  it. 
Among  so  many,  can  He  care? 
Can  special  love  be  everywhere? 
I  ask.    My  soul  bethought  of  this — 
In  just  that  very  place  of  His 
Where  He  hath  put,  and  keepeth  you, 
God  hath  no  other  thing  to  do. 

God  bless  you,  everyone. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Mary  E.  Myers. 


1935 
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Educational  Evangelism  in  Our  Japan  Mission 

By  Elder  David  A.  Miller 


THE  splendid  development  of  our  educa- 
tional institutions  in  Japan  was  not  so 
much  a  surprise  as  a  revelation.  For  many 
years  the  conducting  of  both  the  North  Japan 
and  Miyagi  Colleges "  was  familiar  to  the 
writer,  but  he  had  not  seen  them  at  first  hand. 
But  with  the  privilege  of  seeing  the  fine 
school  plants  and  the  large  number  of  pupils 
under  the  guidance  of  the  Reformed  Church 
in  Japan,  the  esteem  for  our  colleges  and  sem- 
inary has  grown  decidedly. 

North  Japan  College  for  boys  has  reached 
its  largest  enrollment  of  over  a  thousand 
pupils,  and  Miyagi  College  for  girls  has  be- 
tween three  and  four  hundred  students,  all 
they  can  accommodate. 

It  was  a  gratifying  privilege  to  meet  the 
splendid  corps  of  Japanese  teachers.  Many  of 
them  had  their  final  preparation  in  the  col- 
leges and  universities  of  this  country.  It  was 
also  interesting  to  see  how  solicitous  they  are 
for  the  college.  Some  of  them  have  served 
for  many  years  and  both  the  college  and  the 
work  have  grown  dear  to  them.  No  sacrifice 
is  too  great  for  them  to  make.  When  the 
home  church  weakened  on  contributions  they 
cheerfully  accepted  their  reductions  in  salary 
the  same  as  our  missionaries. 

They  are  hoping  that  the  standard  of  the 
colleges  will  not  be  lowered.  President 
Schneder  and  his  Japanese  co-workers  are  at 
work  now  in  an  effort  to  raise  two  hundred 
thousand  yen  by  1936  when  the  fiftieth  anni- 
versary of  the  college  will  be  celebrated.  This 
is  to  be  the  start  of  an  endo^\TTient  fund  which 
it  is  hoped  will  ultimately  amount  to  a  million 
and  a  quarter  yen.  If  this  can  be  established 
they  hope  to  be  able  to  relieve  the  Mission 
of  financial  support  since  the  college  al- 
ready has  a  substantial  income  from  students' 
tuition.  Miyagi  College  is  also  endeavoring 
to  accumulate  a  substantial  endowment  fund. 
Until  these  funds  are  raised  they  hope  there 
will  be  no  further  withdrawal  of  the  home 
support. 

North  Japan  College  for  boys  was  started 
by  Rev.  Dr.  Oshikawa  and  Dr.  William  E. 
Hoy,  both  deceased.  The  former  was  its  first 
president  and  when  he  resigned  he  urged  Dr. 
D.  B.  Schneder  to  take  the  presidency.  He 
did  so  and  through  his  many  years  there  has 
accomplished  a  great  work. 

Next  among  our  missionaries  in  service 
to  the  college  is  Rev.  Dr.  Paul  L.  Gerhard,  of 


Lancaster.  His  sister  Mary  has  the  distinc- 
tion of  being  the  only  American  woman  on 
the  faculty.  Dr.  Gerhard  has  for  many  years 
been  a  teacher  of  English  in  the  college.  His 
kindly  disposition  is  reflected  in  the  class- 
room. His  pupils  hold  him  in  high  esteem. 
He  has  been  the  confidant  and  guide  for 
many.  His  sister  Mary  also  gives  up  much 
of  her  spare  time  to  help  guide  the  pupils  who 
come  to  them  for  help.  Both  brother  and 
sister  have  given  many  faithful  years  and 
their  love  for  the  people  they  serve  is  easily 
manifest  by  their  many  friends  among  the 
Japanese.  Robert  Gerhard,  son  of  the  former, 
last  year  completed  his  language  studies  and 
is  now  an  English  teacher  in  the  college. 

Prof.  Carl  S.  Sipple  teaches  English  and 
is  one  of  the  newer  members  of  the  American 
portion  of  the  faculty.  Prof.  Oscar  M.  Stoudt 
is  also  a  teacher  of  English.  He  is  a  profi- 
cient musician  and  plays  the  pipe  organ  in 
the  Rahauser  Chapel. 

In  the  Theological  Seminary,  as  teacher  of 
ancient  languages,  is  Rev.  Dr.  Wm.  G.  Seiple, 
who  is  rounding  out  his  twenty-ninth  year  as 
professor.  His  students  and  co-workers  hold 
him  in  high  regard.  They  look  to  him  as  a 
friend  and  counsellor.  Because  of  his  pro- 
ficiency in  languages  he  has  done  consider- 
able work  in  translation.  Mrs.  Seiple  who  is 
proficient  in  music  frequently  helps  out  in 
school  activities. 

Dr.  E.  H.  Zaugg  is  the  dean  of  the  Theo- 
logical Seminary.  The  doctor  has  proven  an 
excellent  executive  and  teacher.  He  has  been 
connected  with  the  college  for  many  years, 
and  also  enjoys  a  wide  circle  of  friends  and 
the  esteem  of  the  Japanese. 

This  is  the  total  list  of  Americans  in  North 
Japan  College.  Not  a  large  number  among 
sixty  to  eighty  professors.  The  home  church 
will  recognize  the  fact  that  after  all  our  peo- 
ple are  there  largely  to  guide  and  supervise. 
The  Japanese  are  good  teachers  but  we  need 
a  certain  number  of  teachers  there  lest  the 
contact  be  lost. 

In  Miyagi  College,  Rev.  C.  D.  Kriete  is  the 
president.  He  was  called  from  the  evangel- 
istic field  when  Rev.  Dr.  Allen  K.  Faust  re- 
signed after  thirty  years  service  to  accept  a 
professorship  in  Catawba  College.  Mr.  Kriete 
is  at  present  home  on  furlough.  The  college 
draws  students  from  a  class  of  people  some 
of  whom  are  already  Christians  and  others 
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of  whom  choose  the  school  because  of  the 
excellent  training  given  their  daughters.  The 
college  has  a  very  high  standing,  especially 
in  the  Departments  of  Music  and  English. 
Misses  Kate  I.  Hansen  and  Lydia  A.  Lindsey 
have  spent  more  than  twenty-five  years  in  ele- 
vating the  standards  of  these  departments. 
Miss  Hansen  has  a  doctor's  degree  in  music. 

Miss  Mary  Hoffman  is  serving  her  first  term 
as  a  teacher  in  home  economics.  She  teaches 
our  methods.  The  Japanese  are  anxious  to 
learn  the  American  way  of  doing  things.  Miss 
Hoffman  has  been  very  successful  in  her  work. 
The  pupils  of  the  entire  school  are  much  in- 
fluenced by  her  teaching.    Miss  Harriet  Smith 


Church  for  many  years.  Mrs.  Ankeney  is  the 
daughter  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  D.  B.  Schneder. 
Her  artistic  work  is  manifest  in  the  schools 
and  missions. 

How  far,  some  will  ask,  do  our  schools 
extend  their  influence?  They  reach  out  even 
to  the  court  of  the  Emperor.  While  Japan 
itself  encourages  the  Shinto  religion,  the 
strange  thing  is  that  its  men  want  wives 
trained  in  Christian  schools.  There  are  half 
a  dozen  wives  of  Cabinet  members  who  are 
Christians.  Many  of  the  young  men  who  at- 
tend the  government  university  in  Sendai 
select  their  wives  from  the  girls'  school.  Men 
may   not   accept   Christianity   though  their 


is  doing  excellent  work  as  an  English  teacher 
as  is  Miss  Margaret  Carman. 

There  is  great  need  for  another  music 
teacher.  There  should  be  in  the  Reformed 
Church  some  capable  instructor  in  music  who 
wants  to  become  a  missionary.  After  all  the 
object  of  these  schools  is  not  only  to  teach 
but  the  object  is  higher  and  naturally  those 
who  are  willing  to  dedicate  their  life  work  to 
the  spreading  of  the  Gospel  can  do  more  effi- 
cient work  while  teaching. 

Alfred  Ankeney  is  the  treasurer  of  the  Mis- 
sion. He  devotes  all  his  time  to  the  work,  and 
is  established  in  a  small  building  near  the 
school  properties.  He  is  a  son  of  the  late 
Horace  Ankeney  of  Ohio,  who  was  one  of  the 
most   influential   laymen    in   the  Reformed 


wives  may  belong  to  the  Church,  but  they  do 
not  interfere  with  the  belief  of  their  wives  and 
naturally  children  will  be  raised  under  Chris- 
tian influences. 

Our  colleges  stand  first  among  the  Christian 
colleges  in  Japan  in  winning  converts.  More 
than  half  of  the  pupils  who  enter  the  schools 
accept  Christianity.  A  number  embrace  our 
faith  after  graduation. 

We  are  liable  to  underestimate  our  educa- 
tional work  when  we  compare  it  with  the 
evangelistic.  The  fact  is  that  the  two  go 
hand  in  hand.  One  of  our  missionaries  has  a 
direct  force  of  eight  Japanese  under  him,  his 
helper,  kindergarteners,  and  evangelists. 
Seven  of  these  were  trained  in  our  schools 
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and  the  other  is  an  apprentice  who  could  not 
afford  to  attend  college. 

While  our  colleges  have  government  recog- 
nition, they  have  never  been  registered  as 
government  schools.  If  this  had  been  done 
the  Bible  could  not  be  used  as  a  text  book. 
Our  people  saw  this  in  the  early  years  when 
all  the  schools  were  urged  to  register.  They 
held  out  and  later  were  successful  in  securing 
all  the  recognition  necessary.  This  leaves 
them  free  to  carry  out  the  objective  of  the 
Mission  school. 

An  Inspiring  Sight 

Mrs.  Miller,  Julia,  and  I  were  invited  to 
attend  the  Chapel  services  one  morning  in 
North  Japan  College.  There  were  a  thousand 
young  men  gathered  at  the  services.  The 
sight  of  the  group  in  the  fine  new  Rahauser 
Chapel,  keen  and  alert  for  every  word  that 
fell  from  the  lips  of  the  speaker,  left  an  im- 
pression long  to  be  remembered. 

The  faculty  had  some  presents  to  present. 
President  Schneder  made  the  presentation  ad- 
dress. He  made  it  plain  that  North  Japan 
College  was  founded  to  preach  Christ  and 
with  this  basis  there  need  be  no  fear  on  the 
part  of  the  home  church  that  their  mission- 
aries and  the  men  they  select  to  teach  will 
wander  from  that  objective. 

The  twenty-seven  students  in  the  Seminary 
invited  us  to  a  giyunabe  dinner.  We  gathered 
in  the  Social  Hall  and  of  course  all  sat  on  the 
floor  in  Japanese  fashion.  Everywhere,  in 
hotels  and  homes,  there  are  no  tables.  You 
sit  on  the  floor  during  the  meals.  Giyunabe 
is  a  mixture  of  foods  very  tastefully  seasoned. 

The  seminarians  are  not  all  from  the  Re- 
formed Church.  Other  denominations  which 
have  no  seminaries  send  their  men  to  ours. 
They  are  mostly  from  modest  homes.  Some 


of  them  have  become  quite  proficient  in 
English. 

Thus  far  all  the  graduates  of  the  seminary 
who  have  belonged  to  the  Reformed  Church 
have  been  assimilated  in  the  work.  Whether 
this  can  be  kept  up  will  depend  upon  the 
number  that  will  be  needed  for  new  fields  and 
of  course  our  ability  to  support  them. 

It  takes  long  years  to  develop  a  congrega- 
tion. There  are  congregations  which  have 
been  supported  in  part  for  forty  years.  In 
that  respect  the  work  is  similar  to  the  home 
mission  work  in  this  country.  If  support  is 
withdrawn  too  quickly  the  churches  cannot 
function  properly.  It  appears  that  they 
themselves  are  anxious  to  get  self-support  as 
rapidly  as  possible. 

As  to  the  missionary  problem  in  Japan;  it 
is  not  easy.  There  are  many  signs  that  the 
Christian  influences  are  felt;  that  some  of  the 
leaders  are  under  the  same  influences;  and 
that  they  like  contacts  with  Christian  nations. 

In  Japan  the  temples  are  well  kept  and  are 
not  allowed  to  go  into  decay.  New  ones  are 
being  built.  Nationalism  is  fired  to  a  glow 
and  with  nationalism  is  also  coupled  the  an- 
cient Shinto  faith  with  its  high  respect  for 
the  Crown.  There  are  some  very  definite 
signs  of  progress.  Christianity  is  now  recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  three  religions  of  Japan 
with  Buddhism  and  Shintoism. 

Japan  is  developing  some  strong  Christian 
leaders.  Kagawa,  who  has  been  in  this 
country  several  times,  wields  a  great  power. 
He  speaks  to  large  audiences  and  with  his 
own  simple  living  sets  an  example.  He  wears 
the  cheapest  suits,  lives  in  quarters  that  are 
very  modest,  and  has  an  influence  through 
his  books  and  addresses  that  extends  through- 
out the  empire. 


The  Ministry  of  Music 


AN  interesting  by-product  of  the  program 
of  Christian  missions  in  Japan  has  been 
the  development  of  a  love  and  appreciation 
for  our  Western  type  of  music  among  the 
Japanese.  Secular  influences  have  entered  into 
this  growth  of  interest,  but  the  first,  and  per- 
haps strongest  influences,  were  those  of  the 
Christian  missionaries  and  schools. 

One  of  the  strongest  departments  of  Miyagi 
College,  our  school  for  young  women  in 
Sendai,  is  the  Music  Department.  The  stand- 
ards and  work  of  this  conservatory  would 
compare  favorably  with  those  of  the  average 


college  conservatory  here  in  America.  The 
graduates,  who  have  in  recent  years  been  bap- 
tized Christians  without  exception,  are  pre- 
pared to  go  out  and  teach  in  government 
schools  as  well  as  in  Christian  institutions. 
The  college  chorus  gave,  in  the  school  audi- 
torium this  past  year,  a  short  version  of  the 
Humperdinck  opera,  "Hansel  and  Gretel." 
During  the  last  two  Lenten  seasons  they  have 
sung  DuBois'  "Seven  Last  Words  of  Christ" 
and  Stainer's  "Crucifixion." 

An  oratorio  society,  the  first  of  its  kind  to 
be  organized  in  Japan,  is  under  the  super- 
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Chorus  and  Orchestra  Representing  the  Christian  Schools  of  Sendai,  Japan, 

December  1,  1934 


vision  of  one  of  the  professors  of  North  Japan 
College.  This  group  presents  portions  of  the 
standard  oratorios  in  programs  several  times 
each  year. 

North  Japan  College  Church  is  justly  proud 
of  its  pipe-organ,  the  only  one  in  all  the  sec- 
tion of  Japan  north  of  Tokyo.  The  organist, 
Mr.  Kuronuma,  studied  for  two  years  at  the 
Royal  Academy  in  London  and  teaches  music 
in  the  college  as  well  as  being  organist  of  the 
church.  The  choir  of  the  church,  made  up 
largely  of  students  from  North  Japan  Col- 
lege and  Miyagi  College,  is  also  unique 
among  Japanese  churches  in  that  section.  It 
has  broadcast  programs  of  sacred  music  from 
the  Sendai  government  radio  station  and  has 
also  sung  programs  in  nearby  communities. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Carl  S.  Sipple,  teacher 
of  English  in  North  Japan  College,  gives  the 
following  interesting  description  of  a  recent 
music  program  given  in  Sendai: 

"You  would  have  enjoyed  a  first-class 
musical  program  given  in  the  Middle  School 
auditorium  on  Saturday,  December  1st,  in  the 
evening.  The  hall  was  packed  full.  Mr. 
Kuronuma,  the  organist,  a  chorus  of  about 
eighty  voices  and  an  orchestra  of  sixteen  or 
seventeen  worked  hard  all  fall  to  present  this 
program,  and  the  excellence  of  the  music  was 
more  than  worth  the  labor  and  time  spent. 
The  female  voices  were  selected  from  Miyagi 
Jo  Gakko,  our  girls'  school,  and  Shokei  Jo 
Gakko,  a  Baptist  school  for  girls  in  Sendai. 
Most  of  the  men  singers  were  students  of  the 


three  departments  of  our  school.  The  orches- 
tra, composed  largely  of  graduates  and  others 
who  offered  their  services,  included  violins, 
violas,  'cellos,  bass  viol,  flutes,  oboe,  clarinet, 
French  horn  and  trumpet. 

"The  program  included  male  and  female 
choruses,  each  with  orchestra,  two  lovelv 
unaccompanied  choruses  in  Japanese  and 
Handel's  ''Hallelujah  Chorus'  in  English,  full 
chorus  and  orchestra.  Mr.  Kuronuma  directed. 
Being  in  the  orchestra,  I  couldn't  hear  the  full 
effect,  but  I  venture  to  say  that  the  program 
was  thoroughly  enjoyed  by  all  who  heard  it. 
Mrs.  Robert  Gerhard,  voice  teacher  in  Miyagi 
College,  sang  several  lovely  solos.  There  was 
a  baritone  solo  and  Mr.  Kuronuma  presented 
a  group  of  nine  graduates  of  Neno  Imperial 
Academy  of  Music,  himself  included,  who 
sang  unaccompanied  two  or  three  difficult 
numbers,  and  sang  them  well.  Tuesday  eve- 
ning, December  4th,  the  chorus  and  orchestra 
numbers,  a  full  thirty  minutes  of  music,  were 
broadcast  from  JOHK,  the  Sendai  radio 
station." 

Dr.  D.  B.  Schneder,  President  of  North 
Japan  College,  in  a  letter  commenting  on  the 
singing  of  the  "Hallelujah  Chorus"  has  the 
following  to  say:  "It  was  wonderful.  It  was 
to  me  the  most  inspiring  non-professional 
singing  that  I  have  ever  heard." 

And  so,  Western  music  is  playing  its  part 
in  carrying  the  message  of  Christianity  to  the 
people  of  Japan. 

Charles  M.  Le  Galley. 
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Famine  Stalks  Through  the  Tohoku 

Note. — The  Tohoku  district  in  Japan  is  the  north-eastern  section,  where  the  work  of  our 
Japan  Mission  is  centered.  The  capital  of  Miyagi  prefecture  is  Sendai,  our  mission  head- 
quarters.  The  chief  city  of  Iwate  prefecture  is  Morioka,  residence  of  our  missionary,  Rev.  G. 
W.  Schroer,  and  family.  Famine  conditions  in  these  two  prefectures  are  particularly  bad 
according  to  the  following  article  taken  from  the  Japan  Advertiser,  a  daily  newspaper  in 
English  published  in  Tokyo. 

CHILDREN  enfeebled  by  lack  of  nourish-  vealed  that  indigestible  nuts  had  been  eaten, 
ment,  young  girls  sold  to  brothels  and  At  least  20,000  farm  households  are  on  the 
farmers  fleeing  from  indebtedness,  some  by  verge  of  starvation.  About  100  young  girls 
the  avenue  of  suicide,  are  among  the  victims  of  the  villages  of  Aosasa,  Kamigo  and  Tsuchi- 
of  the  adverse  natural  forces  this  winter  which  fuchi,  have  left  home  since  spring  to  sell 
have  worked  against  man  in  the  Tohoku  dis-  themselves  to  licensed  quarters  to  obtain  a 
trict  of  Japan,  comprising  the  six  northern-  little  money  to  help  their  families.  Three 
most  prefectures  of  the  main  island.  hundred  young  men  have  met  with  the  village 
Famine  has  been  stalking  the  land  for  ^^^rL""^  Tsuchifuchi  to  discuss  the  situation, 
weeks,  and  cold  weather  is  bringing  increased  ^""^  volunteers  are  gomg  to  other  districts 
misery.  Even  at  its  best,  the  Tohoku  is  not  f  ^rch  of  work  that  will  give  them  funds 
surfeited  by  natural  benefits,  and  in  the  past  ^^'^  ^^^^^  ^^^^^^  g^^l^' 
few  years  it  has  been  afflicted  by  floods,  In  Iwate  Prefecture,  the  villages  have  con- 
drought,  tidal-waves,  deep  snow  and  other  tracted  debts  totaling  $29,000,000,  or  about 
unfavorable  conditions  that  have  left  it  pros-  $290  for  each  household,  and  in  the  northern 
trate.  Talk  of  self-help  is  futile.  The  popu-  section  of  the  prefecture  more  than  half  of 
lation  is  overwhelmingly  agricultural.  the  farmers  are  in  such  distress  that  they  can 

neither  pay  off"  their  old  debts  or  obtain  new 
Money  for  Rice  Lacking  loans.  It  was  here  that  three  leading  local 
The  prefectural  authorities  are  providing  ^^."^^  ^^'^^  ^"  the  1932  financial  panic  de- 
rice  at  a  low  price  from  the  Government  hold-  depositors  of  $13,800,000.  There 
ings,  giving  work  on  public  enterprises  and  ^["^  ^  ^  f^^i"^^/  ^^^^  committed  suicide 
encouraging  the  use  of  cheap  foods  But  rice,  ^^^^  ^hey  learned  of  their  loss.  To  find  a 
however  cheap,  costs  money,  and  there  are  farmer  with  as  much  as  fifteen  cents  m  his 
few  tenant  farmers  with  ready  cash.  Even  the  P^^^^^  "^^^  ^o  impossible  m  this  section, 
cheap  foods  which  they  are  advised  to  eat,  In  one  district  during  the  past  few  months 
such  as  potatoes  and  millet,  are  regarded  as  197  girls  have  left  home  to  become  inmates 
luxuries.  The  potato  crop  has  suffered  from  of  brothels,  cafe  waitresses  or  household  serv- 
the  cold  w^eather  of  the  past  summer  as  much  ants.  Those  sold  to  brothels  netted  their 
as  the  rice  crop.  Chestnuts  and  other  edible  families  from  $15  to  $60.  Forty-nine  persons 
nuts  in  the  woods  are  scarce.  Common  grass  have  taken  their  own  lives  in  these  districts 
that  grows  in  barnyards  is  none  too  plentiful.  since  last  year. 

Of  the  100,000  farm  families  in  Miyagi  pre-        The  primary  schools  in  the  mountainous 

fecture,  40,000  are  suffering.    The  number  of  villages  are  teaching  the  children  how  to  find 

underfed   children   in   the    district   exceeds  substitute  foods.    One  teacher  in  charge  of 

10,000.    Even  Fukushima  Prefecture,  where  pupils  in  the  second  grade  asked  for  com- 

the  ravages  of  nature  are  considered  relatively  positions  written  on  any  subject.    More  than 

slight,  reports  a  poor  harvest  in  general.  Here  half  of  the  class  wrote  about  the  bad  weather 

the  cocoon  raisers  and  merchants  have  been  and  the  food  shortage. 

badly  hit  by  low  prices,  and  several  of  the  ^j^^  j^^^.^  ^^^^  _ 

eading  cocoon  merchants  in  Fukushima  City  ^^^^^  ^j^j^  ^^^^  inscription:  "Because  of  the 

have  gone  into  bankruptcy.  distressed  conditions  here,  beggars  are  pro- 

Iwate  Prefecture  is  worse  off  than  any  of  hibited  from  entering  the  village."    The  vil- 

the  other  Tohoku  prefectures.    Its  underfed  lage  elders  and  the  police  have  decreed  that 

children  number  about  24,000.    Examination  nothing  be  spent  on  social  functions  for  three 

of  the  vomit  of  school  children  suffering  from  years.    Marriages  and  memorial  services  are 

stomach  trouble  has  in  no  few  cases  re-  to  be  as  cheap  as  possible. 
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Men  and  Missions 

John  M.  G.  Darms,  Editor 


A  Better  Place  for  These 

It  happened  recently  at  a  Roman  Catholic 
gathering.  An  image  of  Christ  was  carried 
through  the  hall,  packed  with  men,  and  they 
were  given  an  opportunity  to  pin  a  bill  of 
vafied  denominations  on  the  image  as  an 
offering  toward  the  work  of  the  church.  Some 
pinned  a  dollar  bill,  a  few  a  five  dollar  bill 
and  a  sparse  few  a  bill  of  larger  denomina- 
tion onto  the  image. 

I  know  a  better  place  where  you  may  place 
your  offering  for  Christ,  and  there  is  no  sac- 
rilege connected  with  it,  but  sanctity.  The 
next  time  you  go  to  church,  deposit  your  bill 
on  the  offering  plate  or  forward  it  to  your 
Boards  of  Home  and  Foreign  Missions  in  the 
form  of  a  generous  check,  and  it  will  surely 
reach  Christ  by  going  the  way  of  Gospel 
service,  in  bringing  the  Word  of  God  and  the 
Love  of  God  into  human  hearts  and  lives  and 
through  all  forms  of  Kingdom  service.  Here, 
when  transformed  into  spiritual  energies,  you 
can  see  it  even  more  clearly  than  if  you  would 
pin  it  onto  an  image  of  Christ.  And  it  will 
have  His  approval. 

To  transform  lives  into  the  image  of  Christ 
through  faith  and  love  is  a  real  creditable 
evidence  of  your  love  to  Christ,  my  brother. 

Boarded  Up 

Recently  we  saw  a  Church  boarded  up.  We 
have  seen  hundreds  of  houses  boarded  up, 
and  always  with  a  sense  of  pain,  for  back  of 
it  was  a  story  of  unemployment,  of  poverty 
and  distress.  This  is  one  of  the  social  eye- 
sores of  every  community.  But  we  had  never 
seen  a  church  boarded  up,  because  the  congre- 
gation or  community  could  not  maintain  it. 

This  picture  does  more  than  make  the  eyes 
sore;  it  makes  the  heart  sick! 

My  God,  has  it  come  to  this  in  Christian 
America?  What  must  Christ  think  of  us,  who 
are  eager  and  willing  to  take  and  live  on  the 
fruits  and  blessings  of  a  Christian  civilization 
and  yet  stop  up  the  fountain,  from  which  these 
spring!  Let  us  do  all  that  we  can  to  lift  those 
boards  from  doors  and  windows  of  closed 
churches  and  let  the  lovelight  of  God  stream 
in  upon  our  needy  and  suffering  people  as- 
sembled for  worship. 

The  Church  should  be  the  last  place  to  be 
iclosed  up.  Rather  let  us  close  our  saloons, 
;3ur  temples  of  mirth  and  amusement,  our 


arenas  of  play  and  pleasure,  but  never, 
NEVER,  no  NEVER  a  Church,  lest  we  dry  up 
the  only  fountain  from  which  everything 
springs  that  is  truly  worthwhile  in  life. 

A  smell  of  fresh  lumber  in  the  building  of 
another  new  church  will  act  as  a  tonic  to  our 
flaccid  nerves  and  despondent  spirits.  Let's 
start  to  BUILD  AGAIN  and  revive  our  enthu- 
siasm and  our  faith  in  the  eternal  God  and 
release  and  send  out  fresh  currents  of  spirit- 
ual life  into  our  decadent  communities  and 
civilization! 

Men  Worshipping  in  Delhi,  India 

Upon  entering  the  temple  they  take  off  their 
shoes.  Just  outside  the  gate  is  the  little  image 
of  Ganeth,  the  fat  god  with  the  elephant  head. 
In  the  central  shrine  sits  Shiva,  the  great  god 
and  his  wife  Parvati  at  his  side.  The  next 
shrine  harbors  Vishnu  and  his  wife  Lakshmi, 
while  in  the  third  shrine  is  the  goddess  Jumna, 
unattended.  The  images  were  all  gorgeously 
clad,  and  were  granting  an  audience  to  their 
faithful  subjects. 

The  worshippers  I  saw  were  all  men,  and 
they  were  all  very  much  in  earnest  and  very 
reverent.  On  entering  the  court,  each  would 
first  ring  a  bell  that  hung  over  the  gateway, 
then  wash  his  hands  at  the  basin  and  turning 
toward  the  shrine,  where  he  meant  to  worship, 
bow  lowly,  then  rise,  or  perhaps  prostrate 
himself  upon  the  floor  and  pray  silently. 
Some  went  forward  into  the  shrine  and  made 
offerings  before  the  images.  These  offerings 
were  either  flov/ers,  rice,  bunches  of  certain 
leaves  or  money. 

Not  a  word  was  spoken.  The  men  were 
simply  standing  or  lying  prostrate,  looking 
intently  at  the  image  of  their  chosen  deity. 

His  prayer  finished,  the  worshipper  bows 
again,  walking  backward  out  of  the  temple, 
so  as  not  to  turn  his  back  on  the  god.  At  the 
gate  he  rings  the  bell  again  and  departs  to 
give  place  to  another  man.  (Pratt.) 

Does  not  your  heart  yearn  to  go  to  them  or 
send  some  one  to  these  men,  your  equal  in 
humanity  and  intelligence,  and  lead  them  to 
the  Christ,  the  Saviour  of  the  World,  that  He 
may  become  the  Lord  of  their  life,  and  their 
worship  may  mean  something? 

Oh!  Christian  Men,  awake  in  the  might 
of  your  brother  love  and  Christ  love,  and  get 
behind  this  work  of  Christian  Missions  with 
ALL  your  spiritual  and  manly  might. 
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They're  Not  for  Gold 

That's  what  one  heard  when  the  Supreme 
Court  gave  its  recent  majority  decision  on  the 
constitutionality  of  the  government's  acts  in 
the  necessary  adjustment  of  currency  obli- 
gations. 

If  that  were  only  a  national  trait  with  us, 
to  LIVE  henceforth  not  for  gold  only,  but 
ioxGOD. 

Is  This  True? 

Rabindranath  Tagore,  the  great  Indian 
philosopher,  said:  "You  Americans  have  no 
leisure,  or  if  you  have,  you  know^  not  how  to 
use  it.  In  the  rush  of  your  lives  you  do  not 
stop  to  consider  where  you  are  rushing  to  nor 
what  it  is  all  for.  The  result  is  that  you  have 
lost  the  vision  of  the  Eternal'' 


And  Yet 

Christians  are  naturally  and  rightly  eager 
to  divert  attention  from  the  evidence  of  their 
own  lives  to  the  essence  of  the  Gospel  itself. 
We  know  ourselves  to  be  unworthy  repre- 
sentatives of  Christ;  we  know  our  civilization 
to  be  most  meager  as  a  measure  of  what  God 
in  Christ  can  do  for  men  in  answer  to  their 
faith.  So  we  ask  them  to  look,  not  to  us,  but 
at  Him,  and  we  do  well. 

AND  YET,  they  too  are  right  when  they 
turn  back  to  us  inquiring  for  the  proof  that 
the  Gospel  is  indeed  possessed  with  power. 
Its  beauty  they  see  in  itself;  its  power  they 
must  see  in  our  lives,  if  they  are  to  see  it 
at  all. 

— Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer  at  the  Jerusalem. 
Conference. 


Prayer  at  Memorial  Service  for  Dr.  Noss 

By  Rev.  Charles  E.  Creitz,  D.D. 


r\  GOD,  the  Father  of  Lights,  the  giver  of  every 
^  good  and  perfect  gift,  we  praise  Thee  for  the 
life  of  Thy  servant  in  remembrance  of  whom  we 
have  gathered  in  this  place. 

We  bless  Thee  for  the  rich  spiritual  heritage  in 
home  and  church  to  which  he  was  born,  for  those 
formative  influences  which  played  about  his  child- 
hood and  youth,  and  by  which  he  was  led  to  dedicate 
himself  to  the  holy  ministry  and  especially  to  the 
proclamation  of  the  Gospel  to  the  people  of  Japan. 

We  thank  Thee  that  no  honors  and  distinctions 
at  home  could  hold  him  back  from  the  people  to 
whose  salvation  he  had  dedicated  all  that  he  had 
to  give. 

We  praise  Thee  for  the  many  years  during  which 
he  toiled  ceaselessly  for  his  beloved  Japanese,  for  the 
many  lives  that  he  touched  with  his  friendship  and 
by  loving  kindness  and  Christlike  living,  won  to  the 
Master  Whom  he  served,  and  whose  joys  and  sor- 
rows he  shared,  and  whose  burdens  he  bore  on 
his  heart. 

We  thank  Thee  for  Thy  manifold  kindnesses  to 
him,  for  granting  him  the  fulfillment  of  so  many  of 
the  deepest  longings  of  his  soul,  for  the  great  joy  that 
he  found  in  his  work,  for  the  many  souls  Thou  gavest 
him  for  his  hire,  and  for  the  innumerable  evidences 
of  the  regenerating  influences  of  the  Gospel  in  the 
land  and  among  the  people  that  he  loved. 

We  thank  Thee  for  the  helpmates  who  shared  his 
joys  and  sorrows,  his  labors  and  his  burdens,  for 
sons  and  daughters  in  whom  he  rejoiced,  and  to 
whom  he  gave  the  unstinted  devotion  of  his  heart. 


for  the  affection  and  honor  in  which  he  was  held  by 
a  wide  circle  of  friends  in  many  walks  and  stations 
of  life,  at  home  and  abroad,  and  for  all  that  he 
meant  to  every  one  of  us  as  a  man  of  God  and  an 
ambassador  of  Christ. 

We  bless  Thee  for  his  sacrificial  life,  for  his 
kindly  spirit,  for  his  richly  cultured  and  finely  dis- 
ciplined mind,  for  his  sympathetic  heart,  for  his 
untarnished  character  and  for  a  love  that  nevei 
faileth. 

Father  of  tender  mercies  and  God  of  all  Comfort, 
we  commend  unto  Thee  his  family,  his  comrades  in 
work,  and  the  many  who  knew  him  and  loved  him 
and  will  sorely  miss  his  presence. 

Raise  up  others  of  like  devotion  to  the  ministry 
of  Thy  Church  and  for  the  carrying  out  of  the  will 
of  the  Master  for  all  the  world.  Cause  other  labor- 
ers to  take  up  the  unfinished  task  that  the  full  victory 
of  Thine  everlasting  Kingdom  may  the  more  speedily 
be  accomplished. 

Grant  that  our  loving  remembrance  of  Dr.  Noss 
at  this  time  and  our  every  recollection  of  him  in 
days  to  come,  may  bind  us  more  firmly  to  Thee,  his 
God.  and  dedicate  us  afresh  to  the  Master  Whom 
he  loved,  and  from  Whom,  the  Lord,  the  righteous 
Judge,  he  has  received  the  crown  of  righteousness 
which  is  in  store  for  all  those  that  love  His  appearing. 

And  now  unto  Him  that  is  able  to  keep  us  from 
falling  and  to  present  us  faultless  before  the  presence 
of  His  glory  with  exceeding  joy,  to  the  only  wise 
God  our  Saviour,  be  glory  and  majesty,  dominion  and 
power,  both  now  and  forever.  Amen! 


*7  don't  want  to  miss  a  single  copy,  for  I  enjoy  it  so  much.  It  is  such  a  help  at  our  Mis- 
sionary Society." 

Mrs.  G.  T.  Biehl,  Lewisburg,  Pa. 


The  Woman's  Missionary 
Society 


Greta  P.  Hinkle,  Editor 


"If  Winter  Comes  Will  Spring  Be  Far  Behind?" 

West  Hunan  November-December  Red  Raids 
Telegram  from  Hankow  American  Consul,  November  20 — ''Earnestly  request  all  members  of 

your  Mission  to  leave  at  once  .  .  .  .  " 
Telegram  in  reply,  November  22 — ''All  Shenchow  missionaries  arrived  Changteh  " 

Yochow,  Hunan,  China,     girlg   are   we  and   we   are   they;    and  all 

those  150  girls  are  my  10-year-old  children 
(my  mind  has  been  thinking  Chen  Teh  for  ten 
years)  ;  and  girls'  education  and  women's 
elevation  in  West  Hunan  and  I  just  don't  live 
separate  from  each  other.  Now,  please  re- 
read those  telegrams  at  the  top  of  the  page 
and  see  if  you  will  agree  that  it  is  enough  to 
make  one  go  absolutely  flat,  and  talk  in  low 
bass,  gloom,  despair  tones  of 

"Nobody  knows  the  trouble  I  see. 
Nobody  knows  my  sorrow; 
Nobody  knows  the  trouble  I  see  .  . 

We,  as  individuals  are  safe  and  alive, 
which  is  better  than  can  be  said  of  some  of 
the  missionaries  in  districts  where  Reds  have 
been  making  November  raids.  The  mission- 
ary world  will  probably  be  much  shocked 
over  the  very  cruel  murder  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Stam,  a  young  couple  of  the  China  Inland 
Mission  in  Anwhei.  But  the  missionary  world 
should  understand  the  risk  of  certain  Chinese 
in  their  behalf,  and  especially  the  risk  and 
heroism  of  Pastor  Lo  who  recovered  their  be- 
headed bodies,  attended  to  their  burial,  and 
rescued  their  few  months-old  infant  daughter. 
Too,  the  missionary  world  will  want  to  re- 
joice in  the  unafraidness  of  the  faith  of  those 
two.  And  the  hot-headed  young  boys  who  did 
the  act  gave  as  their  reasons  for  the  killing  of 
the  missionaries  that  they  were  the  friends  "of 
the  government",  "friends  of  law  and  order", 
"friends  of  roadbuilding  and  progress."  Gov- 
ernment troops  were  fairly  near  when  the 
raid  and  killing  took  place,  and  it  is  a  ques- 
tion whether  they  would  have  been  killed  so 
quickly  if  the  Communists  had  not  been 
pressed  for  time.  This  happened  in  Anhwei, 
a  province  two  provinces  separated  from  our 
province  of  Hunan.  The  Communists  who 
got  into  the  district  and  caused  us  to  have 
to  evacuate  are  under  the  leadership  of  a 
West  Hunan  ex-bandit.  This  group  raided  a 
town  less  than  two  davs  march  from  Shen- 


December  24,  1934 

Dear  U.  S.  A.  friends: 

Here  it  is,  Christmas  time.  It  may  be  near 
Chinese  New  Year's  or  Valentine  Day  when 
you  read  this.  I've  been  trying  to  think  what 
I  want  to  write  and  tell  you  about  us,  now. 
But  I've  been  too  frazzled,  tuckered  out, 
puzzled,  worried  and  problemed  to  do  it. 
We've  all  been  feeling  just  messy,  discouraged 
and  upset  and  I've  been  so  steeped  in  the  feel- 
ing of  crushed  hope  that  I've  smoke-screened 
the  sunshine,  the  moonlight  and  all  joy 
colors;  and  have  turned  a  deaf  ear  to  all  cheer 
sounds  and  greetings  and  listened  only  to  my 
inner  unhappiness  saying, 

"Nobody  knows  the  trouble  I  see. 
Nobody  knows  my  sorrow  ..." 
I  remember  that  back  in  1927,  when  we  were 
refugeeing  from  the  1927  general  national 
communist  uprising,  I  comforted  myself  with 
repeated  listening  to  a  Victrola  record  which 
I  found  and  bought  then  for  my  sad  solace. 
And  the  theme  of  that  song  was  another  negro 
troubled  paean, 

"I'm  going  to  tell  God  all  my  troubles, 

I'm  going  to  tell  God  the  road  was  rocky." 
This  may  indicate  a  morbid  psychological 
response  to  difficulties  on  my  part.  And  I 
must  admit  that  the  vicissitudes  of  being  a 
missionary  in  a  troubled  China  for  thirteen 
years  have  not  yet  cured  me  of  feeling 
wretched  over  things  that  happen  to  persons 
and  work  with  which  we  are  connected.  Per- 
haps I'm  not  a  completed  or  the  right  kind  of 
a  missionary,  for  I  certainly  haven't  crucified 
my  aims,  hopes  and  anxieties  with  Christ.  In 
other  words,  I  haven't  reached  the  Pauline 
calm  of  fixing  my  emotions  on  eternal  veri- 
ties while  destruction,  disorder  and  death  get 
uppermost  in  my  attention. 

This  time,  I  have  been  so  involved,  so  built 
into  the  life  and  work  of  Chen  Teh  Girls' 
School  that  it  is  I,  and  I  am  it;  and  all  the 
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chow.  But  we  thought  their  group  too  small 
to  raid  Shenchow.  However,  when  reports 
reached  Shenchow^  that  they  had  two  Western 
men  (Hayman  and  Bossard  from  Kweichow 
China  Inland  Mission  Station)  among  their 
group  of  captives,  we  people  in  Shenchow 
w^ere  left  in  no  doubt  of  what  would  happen 
if  they  did  raid  Shenchow. 

We  have  the  concerned  intelligence  of  some 
of  our  Chinese  Christian  fellow  workers  and 
friends  to  thank  for  the  investigations  and 
warnings  that  got  us  started  away  a  day  be- 
fore the  consul's  telegram  was  sent.  But  in 
spite  of  all  these  reasons  for  being  really 
grateful  I  haven't  had  enough  conquering 
happiness  to  want  to  talk  about  it,  or  write 
about  anything  until  I  acquired  a  new 
spiritual  start  from  reading  Stanley  Jones' 
book,  "Christ  and  Human  Suffering."  Since 
I've  been  thinking  through  the  contents  of  that 
book,  I  begin  to  feel  that  this  China  "Red" 
raiding  is  just  another  one  of  these  extreme 
tests  to  prove  the  truth  of  Christ's  sufficiency 
to  socialize  a  revolutionizing  world. 

And  I'm  going  to  tell  you  about  it  now,  but 
my  subconscious  hymn-tune  is  no  longer  go- 
ing to  be  "Nobody  knows  the  trouble  I 
see  .  .  .".  At  least  I'll  change  the  words  to 
"We  all  should  share  the  trouble  we  see 
So  we  all  may  bear  the  sorrow; 

For  a  Christ  may  win,  we  truly  see.  Glory 
Halleluia. 

Sometimes  I'm  up,  sometimes  I'm  down.  Oh. 
yes.  Lord, 

Sometimes  I'm  almost  to  the  ground.  Oh,  yes, 
Lord. 

Somebody  knows  the  trouble  w^e  see, 
Somebody  shares  our  sorrow; 
Somebody  bears  the  trouble  we  see,  \ict'ry 
on  the  morrow. 

We  have  known  since  August  that  these 
Kiangsi  Reds  were  going  to  try  to  make  a 
"bust  out".  The  Nationalist  government  had 
them  surrounded  to  a  starve-out  in  Kiangsi, 
where  they  had  lived  two  years  on  a  program 
of  consuming  without  producing.  Our  West 
Hunan  Red-bandit  leader  had  worked  his 
raiding  party  way  back  to  West  Hunan  a  year 
ago.  Then  when  this  small  contingent  of  Reds 
cut  through  Southwest  Hunan  in  August  and 
September,  this  Red-bandit  leader  maneuvered 
back  through  Kweichow  to  meet  him.  Sud- 
denly, their  united  forces  appeared  in  West 
Hunan  in  late  October  and  early  November. 
But  because  our  part  of  West  Hunan  was 
having  a  near-rice  famine,  we  didn't  really 


think  they  would  come  down  through  that 
district.  But  then  the  whole  hordes  of  tens  of 
thousands  of  Kiangsi  Reds  began  moving 
Westward — toward  Szechuan,  as  we  suppose. 
They  were  moving  along  south  Hunan- 
boundaries.  In  early  November,  the  North- 
West  Hunan  Reds  began  an  active  campaign, 
of  aggravation  and  annoyance  against  govern- 
ment soldiers,  and  began  making  marched 
raids  against  quiet  cities  and  towns  in  the 
Northwest  region.  On  November  the  14th,. 
a  contingent  of  Red  raiders  attacked  the  town 
about  three  ordinary  days  travel  away  from 
us.  Escaping  from  the  town,  two  Finnish 
missionaries  arrived  at  our  house  on  Friday- 
night  after  the  Wednesday  raid.  From  then 
on,  Shenchow  began  to  get  excited. 

From  Sunday,  November  11,  through  Sun- 
day, November  18,  the  rumors  of  Red  prog- 
ress and  the  general  excitement  around  Shen- 
chow^ varied  from  serious  to  light  and  then 
serious  again.  Schools  kept  open,  but  some 
students  went  to  country  hiding,  some  came 
back  for  a  day,  but  all  acted  uneasy  and  very 
disquieted.  We  tried  to  still  the  disquiet  by 
passing  around  official  information,  by  being 
everywhere  present  and  by  halting  all  rumors 
with  official  statements  which  we  procured 
from  the  military  advisers  and  from  the  local 
magistrate.  But  the  townspeople  kept  acting 
decidedly  nervous.  Finally,  about  4  P.  M.  in 
the  afternoon  of  November  18,  the  Boys' 
School  principal  and  some  others  of  the 
Christian  men  came  to  us  and  advised  that  we 
prepare  to  leave.  That  meant  that  w^e  prepare 
to  close  the  schools,  or  at  least  that  we  get 
the  students  out  of  the  dormitories,  and  plan 
non-occupancy  of  buildings  where  raiders 
might  expect  to  find  captives.  At  that  time 
we  still  did  not  expect  that  the  matter  would 
get  serious  for  a  couple  of  days.  But  the 
alarm  went  fast  from  then  on;  at  nine  o'clock 
the  advisers  thought  we  Westerners  would 
have  to  be  leaving  early  the  next  morning, 
but  very  shortly  after  that  the  Eastview  prin- 
cipal brought  word  to  us  that  the  military 
communication  line  with  the  outpost  soldier 
stations  was  cut  and  that  no  replies  were 
coming  in  from  the  out-defense  generals, 
meaning  that  the  situation  was  very  serious; 
and  the  principal  thought  it  was  best  that  we 
Westerners  go  down  to  our  boats  very  quietly 
during  that  night.  Therefore,  we  made  some 
rapid  packings  of  the  limited  amount  of 
things  we  could  take,  took  some  hasty  final 
looks  about  our  houses,  hopefully  anxious 
that  things  wouldn't  be  all  smashed  up  for  us 
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hy  the  time  we  could  get  back,  and  we  trekked 
down  to  our  boats  about  2  A.  M.,  November 
18th.  In  our  small  row-boat  were  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bucher  and  their  son  John,  Miss  Zierdt, 
Miss  Brown,  Mr.  Snyder,  myself,  a  Chinese 
student  and  the  Chinese  boatmen.  There 
wasn't  space  for  spreading.  Perhaps  some 
one  slept  that  first  night,  but  I  doubt  very 
much  if  any  one  really  did.  At  the  first  light 
of  early  dawn,  someone  hailed  the  whole 
group  of  boats  to  start.  Everyone  felt  grouchy 
with  everyone  else  for  being  willing  to  flee, 
and  everyone  of  us  felt  terribly  unhappy. 
But  early  dawn  showed  that  the  river  was 
filled  with  moving  boats,  and  we  felt  a  little 
comforted  in  realizing  that  other  folk  were 
leaving,  too.  When  we  stopped  at  a  point  a 
half  day's  travel  down  the  river,  we  put  into 
shore  alongside  boats  in  which  were  the  Shen- 
chow  government  primary  school  women 
teachers.  They  said  they  had  left  Shenchow 
the  previous  afternoon,  a  half  day  ahead  of 
us.  None  of  the  boats  tarried  very  long  at 
stopping  places  along  the  river,  for  the  possi- 
bility of  being  cut  off  by  Red  raiders  ahead 
of  us  still  existed.  We  reached  Tao  Yuan  on 
November  21,  and  the  boats  got  into  Changteh 
late  the  next  evening. 

The  missionaries  at  Changteh  parcelled  us 
evacuating  missionaries  around  to  the  various 
missionary  homes.  The  following  morning, 
Mr.  Snyder  and  I  went  to  the  telephone  office 
to  try  to  telephone  or  telegraph  back  to  Shen- 
chow, but  we  were  told  that  Shenchow  tele- 
phone and  telegraph  men  had  left  the  city. 
Then  we  Shenchow  people  got  together  to 
decide  what  we  should  plan  to  do;  while  we 
were  in  meeting,  a  Changteh  post  office  man 
sent  the  information  that  the  Reds  had  taken 
Shenchow.  Immediately,  our  group  decided 
that  most  of  us  would  move  on  to  Yochow 
and  Hankow.  Mr.  Snyder  was  asked  to  stay 
in  Changteh  to  pick  up  later  Shenchow  infor- 
mation. The  following  morning,  seven  of  our 
missionary  group  left  by  launch  for  Yochow 
and  Hankow.  I  had  decided  to  stay  on,  and 
go  to  Yochow  via  Changsha,  travelling  to 
Changsha  with  two  of  our  women  teachers 
and  our  woman  evangelist. 

On  Sunday,  November  25,  Miss  Tuan,  Miss 
Kuang,  Miss  Liu  and  I  boarded  the  launch  for 
Changsha.  The  four  of  us  had  a  small  room 
with  bunk  space  for  two.  We  thought  that 
one  night's  sleeping  on  the  bunks  wouldn't  be 
too  bad;  and  we  paired  ourselves  a  tall  person 
and  a  short  person  for  each  bunk.    Due  to 


wind,  rain  and  military  commandeering  of  the 
launch  engine,  our  trip  was  prolonged  into 
three  days  and  three  nights.  During  one  stage 
in  our  trip,  180  Communist  captives  were  put 
onto  the  launch,  and  part  of  them  were 
cabined  in  two  cabins  by  the  side  and  back 
of  our  cabin.  The  men  looked  miserable  and 
cold,  and  each  man  carried  one  small  arm- 
load of  straw.  Some  of  them  whined  and 
cursed,  but  most  of  them  kept  rather  quiet. 
During  the  half  day  and  night  they  were  on 
our  launch,  we  could  hear  some  boy's  voice 
doing  a  lot  of  crying  and  complaining,  but 
there  was  one  young  man's  voice  which  tried 
to  keep  the  others  cheered  by  singing  songs. 
They  spoke  in  the  Kiangsi  dialect,  and  from 
their  conversation  we  knew  that  they  were 
runaways  or  captives  from  the  army  of  Hsiao 
Keh,  the  Communist  leader  who  had  joined 
with  our  West  Hunan  Communist-bandit 
leader.  While  those  Communists  were  in  the 
adjoining  cabins,  I  kept  my  voice  as  low  as 
possible  because  it  wasn't  necessary  to  irri- 
tate them  with  the  knowledge  that  a  foreigner 
was  near.  Of  course  there  was  no  reason  to 
be  afraid  of  captives,  but  they  could  be  very 
nasty  with  their  curses,  which  we  found  out 
after  we  loaned  them  a  box  of  matches,  and 
then  insulted  them  by  suggesting  that  they 
should  be  careful  of  fire  in  their  cabin  where 
there  was  so  much  dry  straw.  The  night  they 
were  in  the  cabins,  we  had  a  nasty  night  of  it 
because  they  kept  sticking  their  dirty  and 
black  hands  through  all  the  cracks,  begging 
for  money  and  begging  for  something  to  eat. 
Miss  Liu  and  I,  the  older  ones  in  the  group, 
weren't  afraid,  but  we  w^ere  sorry  for  our  two 
companions  because  both  of  them  were  very 
young  and  neither  of  them  had  had  much 
rough  travel  experience.  Also,  we  ourselves 
ran  out  of  food  for  supplementing  the  launch 
rice,  and  this  added  a  little  to  our  dis- 
comfort. 

We  reached  Changsha  the  dav  before 
Thanksgiving.  I  stayed  with  some  missionary 
friends,  and  joined  in  their  very  nice  Chang- 
sha-American  Thanksgiving  service.  The  day 
after  Thanksgiving.  T  left  Changsha  by  train 
for  Wuchang,  going  through  Yochow.  Leav- 
ing Changsha.  I  felt  very  unhappy  to  be  sep- 
arating from  my  teacher-travelling  compan- 
ions. At  Yochow.  Miss  Zierdt  joined  me  on 
the  trip  to  Wuchang.  Later,  Miss  Brown  also 
came  down  to  Wuchang.  While  at  W  iichang, 
we  had  the  chance  to  get  re-civilized  in  the 
way  of  a  city,  and  we  had  gladdening  contact 
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with  some  of  our  Christian  College  students  at 
Wuchang,  Central  China  College. 

But  I  was  very  restless  to  get  back  to 
Hunan,  and  hoped  to  be  getting  started  back 
to  Shenchow  soon.  I  returned  to  Yochow  on 
December  5,  and  news  from  Mr.  Snyder  in- 
dicated that  the  Shenchow  situation  had 
greatly  improved.  But  on  December  9, 
Mr.  Snyder  wired  me  that  the  situation  was 
becoming  serious  again.  On  December  13,  he 
wired  and  wrote  me  the  news  that  Shenchow 
mission  buildings  were  occupied  by  soldiers, 
and  that  there  was  fighting  at  Shenchow  be- 
tween Reds  and  the  soldiers.  On  the  evening 
of  the  13th,  I  took  a  train  back  to  Changsha 
to  meet  Mr.  Snyder  to  decide  which  way  we 
would  be  going  from  there.  And  the  result 
was  that  we  returned  to  Yochow  again  on  De- 
cember 18. 

The  prospect  for  a  happy  Christmas  has 
been  the  worst  one  I've  ever  known,  because 
I  can  see  ropes  hanging  heads,  instead  of  fire- 


place tacks  hanging  stockings;  and  I  can  see 
Christian  work  getting  budget  cuts  instead  of 
getting  strength  to  hold  the  line.  And,  yet 
withal,  there  is  the  feeling  that  neither  Reds 
nor  silver,  more  or  less,  is  going  to  stop  this 
Christian  growing  in  the  life  of  China. 

In  the  present  situation,  we  know  that  the 
government  is  anti-Red;  and  we  know  that 
the  government  is  shifting  to  protect  Hunan; 
we  know  that  our  own  Shenchow  people  have 
no  illusions  this  time  about  the  Reds,  and 
that  there  is  no  citizen  acceptance  of  their 
program;  we  know  that  every  city  in  Hunan 
wants  religion  and  order,  instead  of  anti- 
religion  and  violence.  We  know  that  our 
Chen  Teh  and  Eastview  students  have  faith 
in  our  getting  back,  and  that  they  are  waiting 
hopefully,  though  fearfully, ,  during  these 
present  days.  We  know  these  things  and  we 
think  Easter  Day  will  come  in  Shenchow. 
Sincerely, 

Grace  Walborn  Snyder. 


Seventeenth  Triennial  Meeting 

Woman's  Missionary  Society  of  General  Synod 
DATES— May  21-25,  1935 

PLACE — First  Evangelical  and  Reformed  Church,  Corner  Maple  and  E.  Third  Streets, 

Greensburg,  Pa. 
THEME— "For  a  Christ-like  World" 

OPENING  SESSION— Fellowship  Supper,  Tuesday,  May  21,  5.45  P.  M. 

SPEAKERS — Among  the  speakers  will  be  Miss  Anne  Seesholtz,  Ph.D.,  Executive 
Secretary  Council  of  Women  for  Home  Missions  and  Director  of  Indian  Work 
of  the  Home  Missions  Councils;  Mrs.  Milton  Lang,  Field  Secretary  of  the 
Evangelical  Society  for  Medical  Missions;  Dr.  Casselman;  Dr.  Schaeffer, 
Mrs.  Leich  and  others 

CLOSING  SESSION — Luncheon  under  the  auspices  of  the  Girls'  Missionary  Guild, 
Saturday,  May  25,  1  P.  M.  A  Challenging  Message — speaker  to  be  announced 
later 

Dedicatory  Service 
Adjournment — 3  P.  M. 
Delegates  should  plan  to  be  present  for  the  opening  Fellowship  Supper  and 
remain  for  the  closing  Luncheon. 

Cabinet  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society  of  General  Synod  will  meet  May 
17-21. 

Educational  Commission — May  15  and  16. 

Watch  future  issues  for  transportation  information. 


Intercessory  Retreat 


All  over  the  church,  groups  will  be  joining 
the  Cabinet  and  friends  at  Greensburg  in  an 
Intercessory  Retreat  on  Sunday,  May  19,  from 
four  to  five  o'clock.  Whether  you  will  attend 
the  Triennial  Meeting  or  not  your  assistance 
is  sought  through  prayer.   Be  much  in  prayer 


for  those  who  will  attend  and  for  those  who 
will  lead,  for  all  preparations  and  for  all 
sessions  that  all  considerations  and  actions 
may  be  spirit  led  and  directed  by  Him  who 
is  the  Way,  the  Life  and  the  Truth. 

Every  local  society  will  receive  further- 
information  concerning  the  Retreat. 
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The  Convention  City 


GREENSBURG  was  founded  as  the  Seat  of 
Westmoreland  County  in  1785,  incor- 
porated as  a  borough  in  1799,  and  became  a 
Third  Class  City  in  1928.  The  town  is  named 
in  honor  of  General  Nathaniel  Greene.  The 
territory  in  and  surrounding  Greensburg  is 
rich  with  historical  interest.  Almost  in  the 
center  of  town  is  a  monument  to  General 
Arthur  St.  Clair  who  was  President  of  the 
Continental  Congress  and  Governor  of  North- 
west Territory.  Hannastown,  near  the  city, 
was  the  first  place  in  the  Mississippi  Valley 
where  justice  was  administered  by  judicial 
authority. 

Lying  from  1,000  to  1,200  feet  above  sea 


level,  Greensburg  is  a  healthy  town  in  which 
to  live.  The  water  supply  comes  from  moun- 
tain reservoirs  and  typhoid  fever  is  practic- 
ally unknown.  It  has  a  population  of  about 
25,000,  and  is  surrounded  by  mining  towns 
and  industrial  communities.  There  are  36 
churches  representing  practically  all  denomi- 
nations in  the  state. 

Greensburg  is  located  on  the  main  line  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  and  the  historic 
Lincoln  Highway,  thirty  miles  east  of  Pitts- 
burgh. Eight  miles  to  the  north  runs  the 
state-wide  William  Penn  Highway  and  forty 
miles  to  the  south  the  famous  trans-conti- 
nental highway  known  as  the  National  Pike. 


Rev.  Lawrence  E.  Bair,  D.D.,  pastor  of 
First  Church,  has  given  us  some  interesting 
historical  data  concerning  the  church.  In 
1796,  Dr.  John  William  Weber  organized 
the  First  Reformed  Church  of  Greensburg,  of 
members  who  had  formerly  belonged  to  the 
Harrolds  congregation.  Nineteen  members 
were  present  at  the  first  communion  which 
w^as  held  on  April  23,  1796,  in  the  old  Court- 
house. Today  the  membership  numbers  1,412. 
Reformed  and  Lutheran  congregations  wor- 
shipped in  the  same  church  building  until 
1882. 


The  Convention  Church 

When  Dr.  Weber  first  arrived  in  Western 
Pennsylvania  in  1782,  he  preached  to  four 
congregations,  one  in  Pittsburgh,  two  in 
Hempfield  township  (Brush  Creek  and  Har- 
rolds) and  one  in  Mt.  Pleasant  township.  He 
was  the  only  Reformed  minister  in  this  part 
of  the  state. 

Among  the  former  pastors  of  this  historic 
congregation  is  Rev.  Edward  S.  Bromer,  D.D., 
now  professor  in  the  Theological  Seminary, 
Lancaster,  Pa. 


Here  'n'  There 


THE  February  Missionary  Review  of  the 
World  contains  the  cut  of  our  Prayer 
Calendar  cover  page  and  the  February  prayer. 
Dr.  Anne  Seesholtz,  Executive  Secretary  of 
the  Council  of  Women  for  Home  Missions, 
was  much  impressed  with  this  interpretation 
of  the  theme  and  asked  to  borrow  the  cut. 
We  are  honored  to  have  this  acknowledgment 
of  the  worth  of  one  of  our  publications. 

The  address  of  Mrs.  Wm.  C.  Sykes  is  Han- 
nastown, Westmoreland  County,  Pa. 

We  have  just  learned  that  our  General 
Synodical  Recording  Secretary  suffered  an 
injury  the  day  before  Thanksgiving  which 
keeps  her  incapacitated  even  to  this  day.  Our 
sincerest  regrets  and  sympathy  go  out  to  her. 
She  and  Dr.  Remsberg  were  traveling  in  a 
car  which  skidded,  went  over  a  12-foot  em- 


bankment, turned  over  completely  and  rolled 
from  side  to  side  into  a  stream  of  water.  The 
car  was  a  total  wreck.  Dr.  Remsberg  had  a 
slight  head  injury  and  numerous  bruises. 
Mrs.  Remsberg  suffered  an  injured  leg.  The 
ankle  was  broken  in  two  places  and  the  liga- 
ments and  tendons  badly  torn.  The  cast  was 
finally  removed  in  February. 

Alas,  there  are  only  three  memberships  to 
report  this  month  for  the  Life  Members  and 
Members  in  Memoriam  Department.  We 
hope  a  deluge  will  be  coming  in  next  time  to 
make  up  the  100  for  this  year.  Life  Member 
— Mrs.  Emma  B.  Byerly,  Greensburg,  Pa., 
Westmoreland  Classis,  Pittsburgh  Synod. 
Members  in  Memoriam — Rev.  William  E. 
Harr,  Lock  Haven,  West  Susquehanna  Classis, 
Eastern  Synod  and  Rev.  William  C.  Zenk, 
Campbellsport,  Wisconsin,  Milwaukee  Classis, 
Northwest  Synod. 
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The  Committee  on  Merger  of  the  Women's 
Missionary  Society  and  the  Evangelical 
Women's  Union  held  its  second  meeting  Feb- 
ruary 7-9  in  Elmhurst  College,  Elmhurst,  111. 
Immediately  after  that  Misses  Kerschner  and 
Heinmiller  attended  the  sessions  of  the  Inter- 
national Council  of  Religious  Education  in 
Chicago  from  February  11-15.  From  Chi- 
cago. Miss  Kerschner  journeyed  to  St.  Louis 
to  attend  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Executive 
Board  of  the  Evangelical  Women's  Union. 
On  the  return  trip,  Miss  Kerschner  met  with 
Woman's  Missionary  Society  groups  in  In- 
dianapolis and  Terre  Haute. 


The  author  of  the  March  prayer  in  the 
Prayer  Calendar  is  Mr.  A.  R.  Keppel,  Execu- 
tive Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Religious  Edu- 
cation of  the  former  Evangelical  Synod  of 
North  America.  Mr.  Keppel  was  graduated 
from  Ohio  Wesleyan  College  and  was,  for 
some  time,  principal  of  the  Marietta,  Ohio, 
Senior  and  Junior  High  Schools.  From  1925- 
1929,  he  Avas  recreational  director  at  the 
Evangelical  Leadership  Training  Schools. 
Since  1930  Mr.  Keppel  has  been  serving  the 
church  in  his  present  capacity.  In  addition, 
he  is  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Editors  of  the 
''Light  Bearer"  and  Chairman  of  the  Visual 
Education  Committee  of  the  Promotion  Com- 
mittee of  the  Evangelical  section  of  the  new 
church.  Mr.  Keppel  is  author  of  the  pageant, 
"Christ  of  the  Church  School." 


As  Christian  Citizens  we  are  much  con- 
cerned that  the  Child  Labor  Amendment  shall 
be  adopted.  It  is  most  important  that  church 
women  cooperate  in  this  campaign.  Sixteen 
more  states  must  ratify  the  Amendment  before 
it  becomes  a  law.  States  in  which  there  are 
women  of  our  societies  and  which  have  not 
yet  ratified  are:  Indiana,  Kansas,  Kentucky, 
Maryland,  Massachusetts,  Missouri,  Nebras- 
ka, New  York,  North  Carolina,  Tennessee, 
Virginia. 

Henry  A.  Wallace,  Secretary  of  Agricul- 
ture, says,  "Coming  from  an  agricultural  state 
I  am  familiar  with  the  attempts  of  opponents 
of  the  Amendment  to  arouse  farmers  against 
it  on  the  ground  that  farm  boys  and  girls 
would  no  longer  be  permitted  to  help  with 
the  chores  and  that  the  parents'  authority  over 

Quel 

1.  When  and  where  is  the  next  Triennial  Meeting? 

2.  What  are  the  7  guide  posts  for  Guilds  in  1935- 
1936? 

3.  Who  is  the  author  of  the  March  prayer  in  the 
Calendar? 


their  children  would  be  seriously  impaired. 
Of  course  this  is  nonsense  and  everv  fair- 
minded  person  who  knows  anything  at  all 
about  the  proposed  Amendment  knows  that  it 
is  nonsense.  The  Amendment  is  directed  at 
protecting  children  from  industrialized  and 
commercialized  employment  which  endangers 
their  health  and  interferes  with  their  school- 
ing. Farm  chores  done  outside  of  school 
hours  and  suited  to  the  age  and  phvsical  ca- 
pacity of  the  youngsters  certainly  do  not 
come  under  the  heading  of  industrialized  and 
commercialized  employment.  The  Amend- 
ment ought  to  be  adopted  and  I  am  sure  that 
the  overwhelming  majority  of  farm  folks  are 
in  complete  sympathy  with  it." 

Editors  of  farm  journals  and  other  rural 
publications  are  being  bombarded  with  propa- 
ganda which  evidently  cloaks  an  interest,  and 
attempts  to  scare  the  public  with  incredible 
statements.  Ask  anyone  who  has  anv  con- 
nection with  the  great  hordes  of  migratory 
child  labor  whether  or  not  such  an  Amend- 
ment is  not  needed.  "Labor"  in  legal  terms 
means  labor  for  hire,  gainful  employment, 
labor  involving  monetary  consideration.  It 
has  never  been  held  to  include  work  done 
around  the  home  or  farm. 

The  National  Child  Labor  Committee  has 
named  the  following  as  chairmen  of  the  Cen- 
tral Committee  handling  the  Child  Labor 
Amendment  campaign  in  some  of  the  states 
which  have  not  yet  ratified.  It  is  with  these 
that  the  church  women  should  cooperate: 
Indiana— Mrs.  J.  W.  Moore,  4901  N.  Illinois 
St.,  Indianapolis;  Kansas — Mrs.  George  Beal, 
Kansas  League  of  Women  \  oters.  Lawrence; 
Massachusetts — Mrs.  LaRue  Brown.  78  Revere 
St.,  Boston;  Missouri— Mrs.  DeWitt  C.  Chas- 
tain.  Federation  of  Women's  Clubs,  Butler; 
Nebraska— Mrs.  Curry  W.  Watson,  3204 
Starr  St.,  Lincoln:  New  York — Mrs.  Allan 
Coggeshall,  League  of  Women  Voters,  Pleas- 
antville;  North  Carolina — Mrs.  R.  W.  Absher, 
North  Wilkesboro:  Tennessee — Mrs.  Max 
Bonz,  210  Capitol  Boulevard,  Nashville. 

For  further  information,  write  to  The  Na- 
tional Child  Labor  Committee,  419  Fourth 
Avenue.  New  York  City.  Write  to  your  state 
chairman,  asking  her  what  you  can  do  to  co- 
operate. The  matter  is  urgent  as  many  of  the 
state  legislatures  are  considering  the  amend- 
ment this  year. 

ies 

4.  On  what  do  you  ride  to  get  up  to  many  of  the 
mountain  homes  in  Honduras? 

5.  Who    felt   like    singing    "Nobody    Knojvs  the 
Trouble  I  See'? 
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Why  Train  National  Workers  for  Honduras 


THE  work  of  spreading  the  Gospel  reminds 
one  of  those  messengers  of  war  of  ancient 
Scotland.  A  runner  would  take  the  lighted 
fagot  and  run  to  the  next  town  where  another 
would  catch  it  up  and  carry  it  on.  So  the 
news  of  the  approaching  enemy  was  an- 
nounced. Our  war  in  Honduras  is  not  against 
principalities  of  this  world,  but  against  the 
evil  forces  in  this  world,  and  our  fagot,  the 
gospel  of  peace  of  our  Lord.  However,  this 
can  only  be  done  with  a  force  sufficient  to 
meet  the  task  that  every  cranny  and  corner 
may  be  able  to  hear  the  good  news. 

We  missionaries  in  Honduras  are  grateful 
and  thankful  to  the  Women's  Union  for  the 
interest  manifested  in  that  important  task 
of  obeying  the  command  "Go"  and  making  it 
possible  for  us  to  reach  every  corner.  It  is 
deserving  of  all  praise  that  such  a  project 
should  claim  their  interest  for  two  whole 
years  in  a  united  effort  of  all  their  organi- 
zations. 

We  hope  that  all  who  contributed  may  real- 
ize what  it  means — their  accepting  the  chal- 
lenge to  make  the  opening  of  a  new  station 
possible  and  the  fact  that  this  station  is  also 
the  opening  of  a  very  important  phase  of 
work,  that  of  training  national  workers. 

The  training  of  national  workers  is  just  one 
step  forward  to  that  goal  of  establishing  an 
indigenous  church.  This  should,  forever,  re- 
main our  purpose,  that  the  missionary  slowly 
separate  himself  from  the  leading  role  in  a 
field  and  that  the  church  be  controlled  by 
capable  nationals.  We  should  more  and  more 
strive  to  attain  that  goal  because  of  existing 
political  conditions.  The  constitution  of 
Honduras  gives  the  Honduranean  freedom  of 
conscience  pertaining  to  religious  matters. 
This  same  freedom  is  expressed  by  other  Latin 
American  countries,  but  carried  out  through  a 
state  church.  The  Mexican  church  conditions 
lead  us  to  suspect  that  the  influence  of  an  un- 
churchly  nation  may  be  extended  to  this 
country  also.  The  Protestant  work  there 
suffers  equally  with  that  of  the  Catholic.  As 
Mexican  leadership  has  always  been  looked 
up  to  by  many  Latin  American  countries,  we 
should  not  be  surprised  to  see  it  affect  the 
missionary  work  here  also. 

Our  neighboring  country  of  Guatemala  pro- 
hibits the  augmenting  of  the  missionary 
forces,  although  a  retiring  missionary  may  be 
replaced  by  a  new  one.  Another  neighbor,  El 
Salvador,  has  placed  such  a  high  fee  on  the 


entrance  and  exit  of  foreigners,  that  mission 
boards  will  deem  it  more  advisable  to  invest 
that  fee  in  the  training  of  national  workers. 

Another  great  advantage  in  placing  the 
control  of  the  churches  into  the  hands  of  cap- 
able national  leaders  is  in  the  fact  that  these 
nationals  have  a  keener  understanding  of  the 
needs  of  their  own  people,  thereby  presenting 
the  gospel  more  effectively.  It  also  eradicates 
the  misunderstandings  which  occur  in  the 
biased  minds  of  many  nationals  who  believe 
that  all  Americans  are  exploiters  and  forerun- 
ners to  U.  S.  government  control. 

For  many  years  we  have  desired  that  na- 
tional workers  be  trained,  but  with  an  inade- 
quate missionary  staff,  it  could  not  be  done. 
Now,  however,  while  the  missionary  staff  has 
not  been  enlarged,  in  the  last  three  years  we 
were  able  to  secure  additional  help  in  the  em- 
ployment of  several  national  workers  from 
other  sources. 

The  "Seminario  Evangelico"  (Evangelical 
Seminary  )  at  Pinalejo  is  in  its  first  year  with 
Rev.  W.  Herrscher  (my  husband),  in  charge. 
A  three-year  course  is  planned  for  the  stu- 
dents. Since  educational  facilities  are  so 
limited  and  illiteracy  so  prevalent,  it  is,  sadly 
enough,  true  that  most  candidates  have  but  a 
meager  elementary  education.  This  lack  of 
preparation  constitutes  our  greatest  difficulty 
for  advanced  studies.  But  as  the  years  go  by, 
we  hope  to  raise  the  standards  higher  and 
higher. 

The  first  student  at  the  "Seminario"  is  don 

M  who  seems  to  show  great  promise, 

not  only  in  character,  but  in  personality.  We 
expect  great  things  of  him  with  God's  help. 

To  date,  the  greatest  part  of  our  work  has 
been  along  evangelistic  lines,  and  except  for 
the  few  larger  centers,  it  will  always  remain 
as  such.  The  sparse  population  of  Honduras 
is  widely  scattered.  The  statistics  show  only 
eighteen  people  per  square  mile.  Compare 
it  with  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  which  has 
practically  the  same  area  as  Honduras,  but  a 
density  of  214  people  per  square  mile.  The 
population  in  the  banana  camps  along  the 
coast  is  constantly  shifting  and  the  scattered 
homes  in  the  mountains  can  be  reached  only 
by  muleback.  Following  the  mountain  trails, 
invariably  quite  unexpectedly  one  suddenly 
comes  upon  a  cabin  home,  hidden  in  the  dense 
forest,  all  alone.  Neighbors  are  almost  un- 
heard-of possessions.  Our  hearts  go  out  to 
the  many  who  have  had  no  opportunity  to 
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hear  the  gospel  and  we  long  for  the  time 
when  we  shall  have  an  adequate  staff  of  train- 
ed evangelistic  workers  to  meet  the  urgent 
need.  Thus  opportunities  for  the  students  in 
our  seminary  to  gain  practical  experience  in 
evangelistic  work  are  plentiful. 

Would  you  like  to  go  with  us  to  some  of 
these  mountain  homes?  Mules  are  our  only 
conveyance.  Up,  up,  up  we  go  for  five  or 
more  hours.  Reaching  the  top  only  to  de- 
scend on  the  other  side  for  another  hour  or 
more  of  jogging  and  jolting.  The  last  grade 
down  is  through  practically  virgin  forest. 
Lovely  orchids  are  up  in  the  trees.  There  are 
the  exotic  tree  ferns  and  many  gorgeously 
plumaged  birds.  The  descent  is  made  quite 
easily  in  the  dry  season,  but  during  the  rainy 
season  the  mud  makes  the  way  almost  im- 
passable. At  last  we  come  to  a  gate — a 
stream  will  be  running  through  the  coffee 
tree  grove.  Bright  shiny  leaves,  and  bright, 
red  berries!  Then  a  little  turn — -another  jog 
up  the  hill,  and  behold,  the  home  of  don 
Chavo!  A  family  of  nine  lives  here  in 
two  rooms.  The  gospel  has  become  a  power 
to  them  and  they  do  try  to  live  up  to  their 
understanding  of  it.  It  is  difficult,  for  influ- 
ences not  conducive  to  right  living  abound. 
Here  the  missionary  or  national  worker  visits 
them  and  instructs  them  in  Christian  living. 
Other  neighbors  from  miles  around  are  in- 
vited to  come,  too,  and  there  are  interesting 
and  blessed  services  conducted  in  humble  sur- 
roundings by  the  light  of  pine  torches.  Far 
and  near  one,  may  hear  the  eerie  sounds  of 
nocturnal  animal  life.  We  find  that  the  peo- 
ple are  glad  to  have  us  come  and  wish  that 


we  could  spend  more  time  with  them,  and  visit 
these  little  centers  more  frequently.  In  cer- 
tain areas,  it  will  be  possible  to  effect  an 
organization  which  will  hold  services,  and  as 
the  work  develops  in  this  manner,  there  will 
be  even  greater  need  for  national  workers. 

Over  across  another  range  lives  don  Selso 
with  his  family.  A  home  that  is  a  bare  pro- 
tection from  the  elements,  made  of  mud  and 
sticks,  perhaps  with  a  palm  leaf  thatched  roof 
— and  more  often  not.  Here  the  evangelist 
has  entered  to  teach  and  Christ  has  captured 
their  hearts.  Often,  with  the  family  who  does 
not  own  a  chair,  we  are  seated  on  boxes 
around  a  pine  wood  fire  to  give  light  to  these 
hungry  souls.  Minus  an  organ,  and  all  that 
is  conducive  to  worship  in  a  modern  church, 
we  conduct  divine  services,  and  the  presence 
of  the  Heavenly  Father  is  very  real.  With 
their  hearts  full  of  gratitude  for  Him  who  is 
their  Redeemer,  they  sing  praises  in  the  best 
way  they  know.  Although  this  is  but  one 
family  there  are  many  so  situated.  Without 
ample  staff,  such  work  must  be  neglected. 

Then  there  are  the  people  in  the  villages, 
living  close  together,  each  family  having  its 
"Manzana  (about  an  acre)  of  land  under 
cultivation  up  in  the  hills,  somewhat  like  the 
European  mode  of  agriculture.  They  also 
look  to  us  for  the  gospel. 

We  cannot  possibly  reach  all  who  are  in 
our  field  and  now  with  the  opening  of  two 
new  stations  in  Pinalejo  and  Yoro,  even 
greater  opportunities  present  themselves,  and 
the  need  of  workers  is  more  evident  than  ever. 

Martha  Herrscher, 
Pinalejo,  Honduras. 


Remember  "Our  Mission  Helper"? 


A  T  the  Fiftieth  Anniversary  Meeting  we 
anticipate  a  display  of  periodicals. 
Especially  do  we  hope  that  those  which  have 
been  published  and  discontinued  during  these 
years  may  be  prominent  in  the  exhibits.  An 
effort  has  been  made  to  gather  a  complete 
file  of  the  Woman's  Journals  and  now  they 
are  complete  with  the  exception  of  March  and 
May,  1895.  Surely  someone  will  be  kind 
enough  to  turn  those  over  in  time  so  that  we 
may  have  the  entire  lot  bound  for  showing 
at  the  anniversary. 

Beginning  October  1896,  the  General  Syn- 
odical  Society  took  over  the  publication  of 
a  paper  previously  published  by  the  Woman's 
Missionary  Society  of  Eastern  Synod.  This 


was  the  beginning  of  "Our  Mission  Helper". 
In  1911  it  was  merged  with  "Leaves  of 
Light".  We  hope  that  we  can  assemble  all 
the  copies  between  October,  1896  and  Decem- 
ber, 1911.  Whether  you  have  one  copy  or 
many,  will  you  help  to  gather  complete 
records  of  good  work  in  the  past  so  that  our 
historical  exhibit  may  be  a  record  of  the 
publications  during  the  past  50  years?  Please 
send  any  copies  of  "Our  Mission  Helper"  to 
Miss  Greta  P.  Hinkle,  416  Schaff  Building, 
1505  Race  Street,  Philadelphia.  If  you  have 
no  copies  and  know  of  someone  else  who  has 
or  might  have  this  children's  paper,  will  you 
be  so  kind  as  to  speak  to  that  person  about 
the  copies?  Your  assistance  will  be  deeply 
appreciated. 


1935] 


The  Woman's  Missionary  Society 
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Literature  Chat 

Carrie  M.  Kerschner 


THOMAS  deQUINCY,  the  English  writer, 
says,  "There  is  first  the  literature  of 
knowledge,  and  secondly,  the  literature  of 
power.  The  function  of  the  first  is  to  teach; 
the  function  of  the  second  is  to  move;  the 
first  is  a  rudder,  the  second  an  oar  or  a  sail." 

The  Educational  Commission  endeavors  to 
supply  both  types  of  literature  for  the  workers 
in  the  local  churches.  The  mission  study 
books;  the  programs,  and  leaflets  in  the  sev- 
eral packets;  the  Worship  Services  and 
Prayer  Calendar;  the  Outlook  of  Missions; 
the  Stewardship  and  Christian  Citizenship 
Packets;  attractive  material  for  purposeful 
activities  of  boys  and  girls — all  of  these  are 
provided  for  the  purpose  of  interesting  every 
woman,  girl  and  boy  of  the  Church  in  its 
most  vital  concern,  the  building  of  a  new 
world  and  bringing  it  to  Christ.  The  Secre- 
tary of  Literature  should  be  familiar  with  all 
of  these  working  tools  that  she  may  be  en- 
abled to  strengthen  the  hands  of  all  other 
workers  in  the  missionary  groups  by  suggest- 
ing such  literature  as  may  be  available  for 
each  department. 

Helps  for  group  leaders:  "Getting  Ac- 
quainted with  Japan",  a  course  based  on 
Japan  and  Her  People  (for  Intermediates), 
25c;  for  young  people  and  seniors,  "A  Course 
on  Japan",  25c;  for  intermediates  studving 
Orientals  in  the  United  States,  "Neighbors 
from  the  Orient",  25c;  a  course  based  on 
"Out  of  the  Far  East",  for  young  people 
studying  "Orientals  in  the  United  States", 
25c;  "Out  of  the  Far  East",  60c;  "Japan  and 
Her  People",  60c;  "Gold  Mountain",  60c; 
"Typhoon  Days  in  Japan",  60c. 

One  of  the  most  popular  books  during  the 
year  has  been  "Rainbow  Bridge"  and  many 
groups  of  boys  and  girls  are  learning  how  to 
build  bridges  of  better  understanding  between 
the  United  States  and  Japan.  The  book  sells 
for  75c.  "Friends  in  Nippon",  a  reading 
book  for  boys  and  girls,  is  priced  at  50c.  The 
story,  "Little  Think  Nothing",  to  be  told  at 
the  May  meeting  of  the  Woman's  Societies, 
will  be  found  on  pages  20-32. 

It  is  hoped  that  ere  this  the  pattern  for  the 
"Doorway  Into  World  Service"  has  been  en- 
larged and  all  the  members  have  gained  a 
better  idea  of  the  places  where  their  monthly 
and  Thank  Off"ering  gifts  are  used. 


Girls'  Missionary  Guilds  should  be  looking 
forward  to  the  May  meeting.  Chopsticks  for 
use  at  the  Chinese  Dinner  sell  at  3  pairs 
for  5c. 

There  are  still  a  few,  only  several  hundred, 
out  of  13,000  Calendars,  left.  Is  it  not  inspir- 
ing to  know  that  so  large  a  group  of  women 
and  girls  will  lift  their  voices,  in  unison,  in 
these  petitions  of  praise,  thanksgiving  and 
prayer  !  Will  your  voice  be  among  the  thou- 
sands thus  raised?  Separate  copies  are  15c; 
in  lots  of  a  dozen  or  more,  $1.50  per  dozen. 
The  members  of  the  Girls'  Guild  of  North- 
ampton colored  the  cover  and  sold  the  Calen- 
dar at  a  profit  to  their  treasury. 

Societies  residing  in  the  area  of  the  Eastern 
Depository  order  from  the  Woman's  Mission- 
ary Society,  416  Schaff  Bldg.,  1505  Race  St., 
Philadelphia,  Pa.  Those  residing  in  the  area 
of  the  Western  Depository  order  from  the 
Woman's  Missionary  Society,  2969  W.  25th 
St.,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

WELCOME  to  the  new  society,  organized 
December,  1934,  at  Denver,  Pennsylvania,  by 
Mrs.  J.  W.  Zehring,  assisted  by  Mrs.  0.  S. 
Frantz,  of  the  Lancaster  Classical  Society. 
There  are  eight  charter  members  in  this  new 
group  of  which  Mrs.  Charles  Gerfin,  Denver, 
Pa.,  is  president. 

Girls'  Missionary 
Guild 

Ruth  Heinmiller,  Secretary 


Dear  Guild  Girls: 

"Every  good  business  man  takes  an  annual 
inventory  of  his  assets  and  liabilities,  income 
and  expenses  to  see  whether  he  is  going  for- 
ward or  is  blindly  headed  toward  bankruptcy. 
If  he  is  honest  he  faces  the  facts  and  if  he  is 
wise  he  profits  by  them." 

This  month  you  will  be  taking  "inventory" 
in  your  Guild  and  making  out  an  Annual 
Report.  What  does  it  indicate?  Are  you 
going  forward? 

May  I  help  you  take  "inventory"  in  your 
Guild?  Ask  the  girls  if  they  feel  that  your 
Guild  has  really  been  fulfilling  the  purpose 
of  the  organization.  Check  the  points,  which 
you  have  attained,  on  the  Standard.  Then 
decide  among  yourselves  how  you  can  make 
the  Girls'  Missionary  Guild  better. 
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The  Outlook  of  Missions 


[March 


The  following  mav  serve  as  guide  posts  for 
1935-1936: 

1.  Interest  more  girls. 

2.  Encourage  girls  past  twenty-five  years 
of  age  to  graduate  into  a  Young  Woman's 
Missionary  Society. 

3.  Have  all  departmental  secretaries 
working. 

4.  Increase  gifts. 

5.  Send  at  least  one  girl  to  a  Summer 
Missionary  Conference  to  take  Guild  work. 

6.  Render  more  service  in  the  local  church 
and  community. 

7.  Encourage  each  girl  to  observe  Morn- 
ing Watch.  Are  you  going  forward  with 
Christ? 

Please  read  the  announcement  of  the  Tri- 
ennial Convention  of  the  Woman's  Mission- 


ary Society  of  General  Synod  as  it  appears 
elsewhere  in  this  issue.  I  am  happy  to  tell 
you  that  there  will  be  a  Luncheon  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Girls'  Missionary  Guild,  May 
25,  1935,  to  which  all  of  you  are  invited. 
Get  out  your  map  and  locate  Greensburg,  Pa. 
Perhaps  those  of  you  who  are  within  driving 
distance  could  get  several  machine  loads  to 
come.    Detailed  information  will  come  later. 

Looking  forward  to  making  a  good  report 
of  the  Girls'  Missionary  Guild  at  the  Tri- 
ennial Convention,  I  am. 
Cordially  yours, 

Ruth  Heinmiller, 

A  new  Guild  has  been  organized  at  the 
Hungarian  Church,  Johnstown,  Pa.  The  pres- 
ident is  Miss  Betty  Homonay,  476  Brush  Ave., 
Johnstown,  Pa. 


Mission  Band 


Choosing  a  Leader 

1.  A  leader  of  a  Mission  Band  should  be 
an  exemplary  Christian.  She  may  be  an  or- 
dinary person  but  she  must  have  extraordi- 
nary determination,  purpose  and  devotion, 
and  a  consecrated  personality  with  a  deep  love 
for  children. 

2.  She  should  be  a  member  of  the  church; 
of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society  or  the 
Girls'  Missionary  Guild. 

3.  She  should  be  interested  in  the  indi- 
vidual child  as  well  as  the  subject  taught. 


for  Mission  Band 

4.  She  must  have  a  good  sense  of  humor, 
be  a  clear  thinker,  willing  to  learn  and  free 
from  race  prejudices. 

5.  She  should  use  the  Mission  Band  Plan 
of  Work. 

(  Adapted,  Woman  s  Home  Missionary 
Society,  Methodist  Episcopal) 

A  new  Mission  Band  has  been  organized  in 
St.  John's  Church,  Jonestown,  Pa.  Leader,. 
Miss  Ethel  Reich,  Jonestown,  Pa. 


We  know  that  Jesus  Christ  is  the  deepest  answer 
lo  all  questionings  of  the  human  soul:  it  is  our 
most  solemn  and  discreet  task  so  to  present  Him  to 
Christians  and  to  non-Christians  that  they  may  rec- 
ognize Him  in  His  fullness. — Julius  Richter. 

*  *  * 

It  remains  for  the  Christian  forces  to  achieve  the 
world's  redemption  by  making  actual  the  fact  that 
God  lives  and  moves  and  has  His  being  in  man.  in 
both  personal  and  corporate  life.  All  the  features  of 
man's  earthly  existence  are  thus  to  yield  to  the  divine 
persuasion  until  the  life  of  man  shall  be  lifted  to  the 

level  of  God's  life.- — General  Conference  Journal. 

*  *  * 

It  is  my  prayer  that  the  churches  of  America, 
though  they  have  suffered  much  from  habits  of  ease 
and  dependence  on  concentrated  wealth,  will  now 
awake  to  a  determined  study  of  present  day  social 
evils  and  with  characteristic  swiftness  and  energy, 
set  their  mind  and  will  to  the  establishment  of  a 
Christian  social  order — a  truly  Christian  common- 
wealth that  shall  be  a  blessing  to  all  nations.  Only 
such  a  high  and  holy  ambition  is  worthy  of  such  a 
most  favored  nation. — Toyohiko  Kagawa. 

*  *  * 

"To  win  someone  to  fellowship  with  Jesus  Christ 
should  be  the  high  purpose  of  every  Christian.  If  all 
would  undertake  to  do  this,  right  speedily  'the  King- 
doms of  this  world  would  become  the  Kingdoms  of 
our  Christ.'  " 


Understood  and  believed.  Jesus'  teaching  has  the 
power  to  outlaw  war  and  make  men  ashamed  of  sel- 
fishness and  strife. — Herbert  Alden  Youtz. 

*  >:=  * 

More  than  all  else  past,  present  and  future,  home 
missions  have  meant  and  must  mean  evangelization : 
"To  win  men  and  women  to  discipleship  of  Jesus 
Christ."— J.  M.  Moore  in  the  Challenge  of  Change. 

*  *  * 

We  often  seek  some  high  task,  some  service  of  God 
and  man  on  a  great  scale;  and  seeking  it,  we  over- 
look   the    humbler    usefulness   which   is    nearby. — 

Joseph  Fort  Newton.  < 

*  *  * 

Were  men  to  keep  Christ's  commandment  of  love, 
there  is  hardly  any  form  of  human  misery  that  would 
not  be  ended  in  two  generations. — Ian  Maclaren. 

*  *  * 

Our  errand  in  this  world  is  in  a  small  way  the 
same  that  Christ's  errand  was.  He  does  not  now. 
Himself,  in  person,  go  about  doing  good:  we  are  to 
go  for  Him.  The  only  hands  He  has  for  doing  kind- 
nesses are  our  hands.  The  only  feet  He  has  to  run 
errands  of  love  are  our  feet.  The  only  voice  to 
speak  cheer  to  the  troubled  is  our  voice.— J,  W. 
Miller. 

*  *  * 

Pure  religion  as  taught  by  Jesus  Christ  is  a  life, 
a  growth,  a  divine  spirit  within,  coming  out  in  love 
and  sympathy  and  helpfulness  to  our  fellowmen. — 
H.  W.'  Thomas. 


Worship  Service  for  the  Church  School 

Prepared  by  Charles  M.  LeGalley 
Theme:  Evangelism 

Call  to  Worship: — I  will  bless  the  Lord  at  all  times;  his  praise  shall  continually  be  in  my 
mouth. 

0  magnify  the  Lord  with  me,  and  let  us  exalt  his  name  together. 
0  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord;  call  upon  his  name;  make  known  his  deeds  among 
the  people; 

Talk  ye  of  his  wondrous  works.    Glory  ye  in  his  holy  name. 
Hymn: — "Come,  Thou  Almighty  King." 

Scripture:- — With  "Evangelism"  the  theme  for  our  Missionary  Worship  Service  today  let  us  call 
to  mind  three  passages  of  Scripture  which  give  us  Christ's  own  words.  They  may  be 
said  to  be  a  part  of  Christ's  "marching  orders"  to  His  disciples. 

One  day  He  and  His  disciples  were  near  Jacob's  Well  in  Samaria.  Looking  out 
over  the  surrounding  field  heavy  with  grain,  Christ  said,  "Lift  up  your  eyes,  and  look 
on  the  fields,  that  they  are  white  already  unto  harvest."  (John  4:  35.) 

Now,  if  sheaves  are  to  be  gathered  in,  there  must  be  workers  in  the  field.  Christ 
on  another  occasion,  having  seen  the  multitudes,  "was  moved  with  compassion"  and 
turning  to  His  disciples  said,  "The  harvest  truly  is  plenteous  but  the  laborers  are  few; 
Pray  ye  therefore  the  Lord  of  the  harvest,  that  he  will  send  forth  laborers  into  his  har- 
vest."   (Math.  9:  37-38.) 

Having  pointed  out  to  His  disciples  that  the  harvest  fields  must  be  of  concern  for 
them,  Christ  gave  His  final  marching  order,  "Go  ye  into  all  the  world,  and  preach  the 
gospel  to  every  creature."    (Mark  16:  15.) 

(The  effectiveness  of  this  Scripture  presentation  will  be  enhanced  if  a  blackboard 
or  placard  is  before  the  school  bearing  the  injunctions  LOOK  ON  THE  FIELDS, 
PRAY  YE,  GO  YE.) 

Prayer  Theme: — Pray  that  we  may  be  more  keen  in  discovering  needy  souls  and  more  diligent 
in  pointing  out  to  them  the  way  of  life  by  word  and  by  deed;  that  we  may  more  com- 
pletely avail  ourselves  of  the  resources  of  prayer;  that  we  may  assume  more  fully  per- 
sonal responsibility  for  the  evangelization  of  the  world  by  personal  contacts  with  those 
about  us,  and  by  sharing  of  our  substance  in  order  that  those  in  distant  places  mav  be 
reached. 

Hymn  Presentation: — We  are  all  familiar  with  pictures  portraying  Christ  knocking  at  a 
fast-closed  gate.  Several  great  artists  of  religious  themes  have  caught  the  real  pathos 
of  the  situation.  In  our  next  hymn  may  we  call  to  mind  the  figure  of  Christ  waiting 
for  entrance:  entrance  into  our  hearts;  into  the  hearts  of  those  around  us;  into  the 
hearts  of  those  in  distant  lands  who  may  not  yet  have  heard  the  name  of  Christ.  May 
we  thoughfully  and  prayerfully  sing,  "0  Jesus,  Thou  Art  Standing." 

Leader: — The  word  "evangelism"  to  many  conveys  the  limited  idea  of  soul-saving  in  an  evan- 
gelistic meeting  either  here  at  home  or  on  the  foreign  mission  field.  The  following 
quotations  convey  something  of  the  broader  meaning  of  the  word.  Evangelism  such 
as  that  suggested  may  be  a  part  of  our  everyday  conduct.  (The  quotations  on  the 
opposite  page  should  be  read  in  order  by  ten  individuals — intermediates,  seniors  or 
adults — who  should  be  qualified  to  read  clearly  and  intelligently.) 

i/ymw  Presentation: — With  a  new  realization  of  our  personal  responsibility  for  sharing  in 
this  broad  task  of  evangelization  let  us  prayerfully  sing  "Father  of  Eternal  (/race." 

!  (Announce  the  hymn  number  and  allow  time  for  the  school  to  find  the  page.)  May 

our  prayer  be  sincere  that  God  may  glorify  Himself  in  us,  so  that  the  world  may  in- 
deed see  His  image  meekly  beaming  in  our  faces. 

'  benediction. 

i 


Missionary 
Visual  Aid  Material 

Home  Missions  Foreign  Missions 

Stereopticon  Lectures 

Sets  of  stereopticon  slides,  most  of  them  in  color,  with  complete  lecture  notes, 
can  make  a  valuable  contribution  to  the  missionary  education  program  of  your 
Church,  Sunday  School  or  Missionary  Society.  Subjects  include:  "The  Reformed 
Church  in  the  United  States,"  "Our  Japanese  Home  Missions,"  "Winning  the  Winne- 
bagoes,"  "Huldreich  Zwingli,"  "The  Reformed  Church  Abroad,"  "The  Gospel  in 
Japanese,"  "Miyagi  Jo  Gakko,"  "The  Kindergarten  Gate,"  "China,  Old  and  New," 
"Chinese  Orchids,"  "Missions  in  Mesopotamia,"  "The  Challenge  of  the  Crescent,"  and 
many  others. 

Rental  fee:  $2.00  a  lecture,  and  return  postage. 

Moving  Pictures 

Non-inflammable,  16  mm.  moving  pictures  show  graphically  and  more  clearly 
than  missionary  addresses  or  magazine  articles  can  even  hope  to,  our  Missions  at 
home  and  abroad.  Subjects  include:  "The  Winnebago  Indians,"  "Our  Japanese  Home 
Missions,"  "North  Japan  College  Field  Day,"  "Miyagi  College  for  Women,"  "Evan- 
gelistic Short  Stories,"  "Up  the  Yangtze  with  Missionary  Beck,"  "The  Bible  in  Iraq." 

Rental  fee:  $1  a  reel. 
Curios 

Posters,  photographs  in  color,  albums  of  fine  photographic  enlargements  and 
curios  may  be  used  to  add  atmosphere  to  your  missionary  program.  Reserve  all 
materials  early  to  avoid  disappointment. 

For  Information  Write  to  the 
DEPARTMENT  OF  MISSIONARY  EDUCATION 
Charles  M.  LeGalley,  Secretary 
904  Schaff"  Building,  1505  Race  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


